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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 MAY 2018 

 

 
NOTES FROM OUR OFFICERS 
 
FROM YOUR PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
  
It is spring!  But we return to a wintry day in February for the 
May guild program.   
 
The schedule of programs for the year included a two-part 
review of warping: 
   Part I Measuring a Warp in January and  

Part II Threading and Tie On in February. 
 

With the cancellation of the February meeting due to 
inclement weather, Part II was postponed.  So we will revisit 
warping at the May meeting, with topics such as warping 
back-to-front, front-to-back and other tips on efficient ways to 
get ready to weave. 
 
NOTE MEETING PLACE:  We will meet at the Arts Center 
of the Ozarks on Saturday, May 12 at 10:00 am.   

 
 
 
FROM YOUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

Our bylaws call for election of executive officers in May of 
even-numbered years. Charlotte appointed a nominating 
committee (Marty, Monica, Laura) who will present the 
following slate at the May 12 meeting: 

President:     Deborah Thomas 
Vice President/Program Chair:  Cari Kessler 
Vice President Elect:    Roberta Hamilton 
Secretary:    Debbie Davis 
Treasurer:     Gayle Pace 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor. You should 
have the permission of the person you plan to nominate. 
New officers will take office after the adjournment of the May 
meeting.  

 

Officers, 2017-2018: 

Charlotte Mizell, President 

Cari Kessler, VP-Elect 

Marty Benson, Secretary 

Janelle Engle, Treasurer 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.co
m 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 

 

Join us: 

10:00am on the 2nd Saturday 

of the month (unless otherwise 

noted) at: 

The Arts Center of the Ozarks 

214 S. Main Street 

Springdale, AR 

 

Guild Resources: 

Library is open 30 minutes 

before each meeting and 

during meeting breaks. 

 

Loom & Equipment 

Rental.  Contact Laura at 

laredford@gmail.com or 925-

1102.  See the back cover of 

the Guild Yearbook for 

available items and rates.   

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:laredford@gmail.com
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FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Notes from the Programming Survey: 

First of all, I would like to thank all of you who took the time to fill out the survey and return it to 

me.  As you might expect, the interests and expectations varied greatly.  We all share our love of 

weaving, but it comes in many forms!  From bead weaving to inkle and card weaving, pin loom, 

tapestry, rigid heddle to multi-shaft floor looms to draw looms.  Not only are our interests varied, 

but also our skill levels! 

I am fortunate that a few people stepped up to offer to be on the Program Committee, as well as 

one brave soul interested in leading a study group!  Hint, hint, I could use others to lead a study 

group - think about it!   

While suggested topics varied, there was a good deal of interest in rug (rag) weaving, as well as 

natural dyeing. And there were plenty of folks who don’t know yet what they don’t know - I think 

we all fall in that category sometimes! 

Workshops are an important part of learning new techniques and structures.  We as a guild have 

not had much success in the recent past with sponsoring a workshop from an outside instructor 

for various reasons.   

Just so everyone is on the same page, be aware that an accomplished instructor typically 

charges between $500 - $600 per day for instruction with workshops usually lasting 2 - 3 days   

In addition to this total fee of up to $1,800, we must also pay transportation, lodging and meal 

expenses.  And if we have to rent a space to accommodate the workshop, that is an additional 

expense for staging a guild workshop.  As you know, I love to go to workshops, and a typical 

daily fee is $100 - $150 per each day of the workshop.  If you have to travel to the instructor, you 

will also incur travel, lodging and meal expenses as well.  It is easy to see why bringing in an 

instructor is a less expensive option for our members.   

It is currently in our by-laws to allow the guild to contribute $500 annually to a workshop.  This is 

a subject that may be up for discussion if there is enough support from the membership to 

continue to offer workshops for our members.   

While there is no perfect answer to address all of our wants and desires, it takes members who 

are fully engaged and participating in all aspects of our guild to make it successful.  I fully look 

forward to working with ALL our members to make OUR guild successful! 

Cari Kessler 

VP Elect 

 
FROM YOUR HOSPITALITY CHAIR 
 

Thanks to those who have agreed to provide refreshments for the May meeting:  Cari Kessler, 
Gary Hansford and Ann Weymouth.   
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PROGRESS ON NEW MEETING PLACE 
Progress continues on renovations to the Shiloh Meeting Hall.  When work is completed, this 
building, now a part of the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History, will be the new home of the 
Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild.  
  

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Ozark Folkways Spring Fiber Arts Festival will be held at Ozark Folkways located four miles 
south of Winslow on Old Highway 71. There will be demonstrations of spinning fiber, weaving, 
and lacemaking. They will have an old-fashioned knitting circle that folks can join. Contemporary 
spinners, weavers, and lace makers will be on hand, as well, demonstrating and teaching.  There 
will be workshops in Needle Tatting, Shuttle Tatting, Bobbin Lace, Spinning, Weaving, and 
Knitting, each with one session at 11am, and another at 1pm.  
 
Six different crafts, two sessions each: participants can sign up for a morning class in one craft, 
and an afternoon session in another! Register on line at www.ozarkfolkways.org where you can 
choose up to one morning session and one afternoon session. Each session costs only $10, and 
will be limited to no more than 2 students per instructor. See their Facebook event 
announcement here: https://www.facebook.com/events/751457911908486/ 

Last month 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ozarkfolkways.org%2F&h=ATNiWuSStcS9Psz4YT6wcV2qB3eIemRDpheJ9Djm9IGf6n3UUXoKHUtGSHSFOuajy3ye7vsQbPoyQbEcjSkJvicT4DwmR4FvDfd2HtfFOFs3VuVB3gbd
https://www.facebook.com/events/751457911908486/
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Help Wanted!  The Rogers Historical Museum has requested weaving demonstrators for the 
Family Fun Day on Saturday, June 2, from 10:00 - 2:00. While most of the Fun Day activities are 
outside, we will be in the annex building. Looms and materials will be provided. All you need to 
do is encourage kids and adults to try it out. Please let Laura know if you are willing to volunteer 
to help. 
 

 
 
FROM THE APRIL MEETING 
 
Guild member Laura Thompson, a McGown certified teacher, shared her knowledge of rug 
hooking at the April meeting of the NWAHG.   She talked about the types of fabrics and supplies 
that are used in rug hooking and displayed a wide variety of rugs made by her and others, many 
of whom have been her students.  Thanks, Laura, for an interesting and informative program.  
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Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild 

Minutes of the April 14, 2018 Meeting 

 

The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild met on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at the Arts Center 

of the Ozarks.  President Charlotte Mizell called the meeting to order at 10:10, thanked the 

hostesses, and welcomed members, visitors, and guests.   

 

Charlotte reviewed the topics for the upcoming Guild meetings in May and June, which will 

feature tips and tricks for threading and tieing on to the loom, and Marshall Island weaving 

traditions, respectively, encouraging everyone to attend.  

 

Other Upcoming Events included: 

 Pierce City Arts Festival April 21 

 Weaving classes at Har-Ber Village given by Jeannie Wheatley 

 Rescheduled weaving retreat at Lake Fort Smith, November 11 – 18 

 Various area quilt shows 

 HGA’s Convergence in July to be held in Reno, Nevada 

 Diane Totten Workshop June 12 – 14 at Red Scottie Fibers in Eureka Springs.  

Contact Debbie Davis with questions. 

 

The Guild’s new meeting space at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History is still under construction.  

No date has been set for our first meeting at that location, but it is anticipated to occur before 

September of this year. 

 

Charlotte appointed a nominating committee to bring forward a roster of officers for the 2018 – 

2019 Guild year.  The roster will be presented at the May 12 meeting for discussion.  The 

committee members are Monica Milam, Laura Redford, and Marty Benson. 

 

There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the newsletter.  Janelle 

Engle presented the treasurer’s report.  The Guild has a balance of $10,917.29.  From this 

balance, we anticipate expenditures for shelving in the storage unit to maximize this space, and 

to make a donation to our host, ACO. 

 

Laura Redford read some thank-you notes received from students who attended the weaving 

demonstration given at Mt. Sequoyah in March. 

 

Members who brought items to show and share included Ellen Bruce, Marty Benson, Cari 

Kessler, Phyllis Dixon, Gary Hansford, and Kathryn Hardage. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:55.  
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APRIL SHOW AND SHARE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Marty Benson:  Linen napkin and processing samples Cari Kessler:  Turned Taquet runners from Melissa Jones 

painted warp workshop and goose eye twill runner in linen 

warp and indigo dyed weft. 

Phyllis Dixon:  Overshot potholders and tea towel Ellen Bruce:  Wool tapestries 

Gary Hansford:  Wool scarves in twill variations   Gary Hansford:  Antique coverlets purchased at an 

estate sale 
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Buy or Sell  

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com.  

 
 
Selling Opportunity 
 
The Board of Ozark Folkways south of Winslow is cleaning up, clearing out, repainting and 
repairing their wonderful, large stone building to make it more inviting to both their vendors and 
visitors. They are open now, but will have a grand re-opening celebration on May 12.  

Currently they have several vendors selling pottery, baskets, wood toys and pictures, iron work 
but NO WOVEN ITEMS!   David Holcomb, Ozark Folkways manager, would very much like to 
have scarves, shawls, caps and other small items. Because storage there is limited, they prefer 
to receive a few items at a time rather than a large quantity all at once. There is a vendor 
committee that reviews the quality and appropriateness of items for assurance that all vendors 
are providing quality items.  

For more information, you can go to their web site page Exhibit Your Work 
(https://ozarkfolkways.org/exhibit-your-work/), call the shop (479-634-3791) or call George 
directly (214-718-1304). 
 

 
 

Guild Calendar 
  

May 12 Guild Meeting Warping Tips, Part II – Threading and Tie-on 

June 9 Guild Meeting Weaving Traditions of the Marshall Islands 

July 14 Informal Meeting  

August 11 Informal Meeting Guild Yard Sale 

September 8 Guild Meeting First meeting of new year – Special Speaker TBA 

November 11-18 Fall Retreat Lake Fort Smith 
 

 

 

LOOM AND SUPPLIES FOR SALE:  I am selling some things for a lady entering a nursing home. She 

has a 54 inch four harness Norwood loom with bench in nice condition. This is one of the cherry ones 

from Michigan.  Also available: Tension box with counter, two reeds, carder, drop spindle, warping board, 

Mayfield cotton warp 2 or 3 boxes, rag and stick shuttles.  If interested call Mary Booker @ 316-218-2845.   
(3/18) 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
https://ozarkfolkways.org/exhibit-your-work/
tel:316-218-2845

