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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 
A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Hello All, 

I hope you are all well!  

 

RECENTLY I TOOK AN ONLINE ZOOM WEAVING 

CLASS.  It attracted me for two reasons. First, the class 

was the same weekend as all the canceled craft fairs that 

I usually attend. I was feeling the loss of all that fun and it 

was about the same price as I would have spent on gas, 

lunch and kettle corn!  

Secondly, it was a technique (California rags) that I had 

always wanted to try and have just never got around to, 

I’m fairly certain that I could have figured it out on my 

own, but would I?  

I was first introduced to the technique as a new green weaver when Sue Stewart arrived at 

Summer Seminar to show us some of the items she had woven in all the classes that she 

attended.  I am reminded of her often as a lot of her weaving tools and books now live in my 

studio.  

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 
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The class worked out just fine and I met other weavers from around the country. There were 

weavers from Kansas City and also California and a few other locations.  We spent a few 

minutes chatting at the end of the workshop about what their guilds were doing during this 

distancing time. I was glad to have their input and their encouragement. 

With the colder unpredictable weather upon us, and smaller groups probably not inclined to 

meet, I feel that IT IS TIME FOR US TO GIVE ZOOM A TRY.  While I attend Zoom events 

frequently, several times a week, I have never hosted a meeting.  I am learning and will continue 

to do so.  I think that we should meet at our regularly scheduled time on the regularly scheduled 

day. If you have never used Zoom, it is fairly intuitive, however there are helpful tutorials on their 

website.  If you plan on watching on a tablet or smartphone, please download the App 

beforehand.  You can also join the meeting from the Zoom website directly.  For increased 

security, I will email you the invitation on Friday, November 13TH. This will allow you to join the 

meeting directly from the email if you have the App, or you can enter the meeting number and 

passcode on the Zoom website. If you do not receive an email from me on that Friday, please 

send me an email. 

One of the things I did learn in the workshop is that SHOW AND SHARE WORKS BETTER IF 

YOU WOULD SEND ME PHOTOS IN AN EMAIL AND THEN I CAN PUT THEM INTO 

POWERPOINT and I will be able to share my screen while you can tell us about the item.  

Everyone will get a better look at the item on the screen than you holding it up to your camera. I 

know that you have been busy out there and would like to share your beautiful pieces!  Please 

do not wait until the last minute to send me the photos as PowerPoint is also a new skill for me, 

how hard can it be, right?! 

I hope that you will join me in this adventure, it would be great to see your smiling faces! 

See you soon! 

Cari 

      What Cari made in her Zoom class:   
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COMMITTEE NOTES and Other Information  

Virtual Meeting   The guild will hold a virtual meeting via Zoom on Saturday, November 14 at 

10:00 am.  Look for an email with the Zoom link and join the meeting!  If you don’t receive the 

link on November 13, email Cari at ckessler2232@gmail.com.  

Librarian   Would you like to learn more about a weaving technique?  Or find a draft for your next 

project?  Check out the guild’s library catalog at:   www.cloud.collectorz.com/nwahwguild/books. 

If you find a book or magazine you would like to read, contact our librarian, Mary Harp (Phone:  

200-8269, mail mpris71@hotmail.com. 

Yearbook   Even though the Guild is not meeting together in person, it is important to be able to 
communicate with members. The new yearbook, which includes updated contact information for 
several members, will be available this month. Most yearbooks will be mailed to members. There 
are currently 51 members who live in five states. 
 
Newspaper publicity  The job of the newspaper publicity chair is to submit monthly notices about 
our meetings for publication in the local newspaper.  Even though we are not meeting, we have 
continued to submit a "we are not meeting at this time" announcement, along with some 
information about the group. Here are the paragraphs from recent notices. 

 
September 
The Handweavers Guild was founded in 1949 to promote interest and greater skill in 
fiber arts, primarily weaving. Members reside in five states and many travel long 
distance to attend meetings. 
 
October 
October is traditionally a month of many arts and crafts fairs in Northwest Arkansas. 
One of the first fairs was founded by the Weavers Guild. Following a weaving school at 
the War Eagle Farm in the spring of 1954, the Guild invited other artists to join them for a 
show at the Farm in October. The annual show was hosted by the Guild through 1957 and 
many of its members participated for several years following. 
 
November 
From its beginning, the Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild has been a regional 
organization. Currently, there are 51 members living in five states. Members of the 
executive board mirror that regional diversity with residences in Joplin, Carthage, 
Springdale, Berryville, Clarksville and Rocky Comfort. 

 

Executive Committee   The Executive Committee, with the valuable input of Treasurer Gayle 

Pace, has drafted a proposed budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, reproduced on the following 

page.  This will be presented to the membership for approval at the November virtual meeting.  

There are changes in the budget from prior years due to the impact of the pandemic.      
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Proposed Budget 

For the 2020-2021 fiscal year 

Receipts   
Membership dues $1,500.00  
Loom rental   0  
Workshops 0  
TOTAL  $1,500.00 
   

Disbursements   
Storage Rental 815.00  
PO Box & Website 202.00  
Programs 200.00  
Donation to Shiloh 200.00  
Newsletter 60.00  
Yearbook 60.00  
Dues & Subscriptions 28.00  
Prizes  25.00  
Demonstrations 25.00  
Hospitality/Sunshine 25.00  
Library 25.00  
TOTAL  1,665.00 
   
NET CHANGE IN CASH  ($165.00) 

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

 
Wow, the holidays are suddenly here! Yard work is done for now and I've actually had some time 
to weave. If you don't already have it, the DVD by Tom Knisely "The Loom Owner's Companion" 
is worth the investment (or as a Christmas present). For the guild CoVid-19 project, I have 
decided to do a project that was published in Handwoven 19 years ago. Will be starting that 
soon! 
           
Looking ahead to next year, our president is working on a Zoom account to resume our 
meetings. I have been in contact with some weaving artists/instructors who are able to do Zoom 
guild presentations. So far, two subjects are available: Deflected Doubleweave and Showing off 
colors of painted warp by choosing wefts and weave structures. If either of these topics interest 
you please email me at leerodriguez975@gmail.com. I need to confirm a meeting pretty soon, so 
if you could let me know by November 10th, I'd appreciate it.  We are looking at sometime early 
spring 2021. 
          
 Looking forward to seeing you all at the Zoom meeting! Happy Thanksgiving! 
 – Lee Rodriguez 
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5 
 

NWAHG NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Statement of Activities 

For the month ended September 30, 2020 

General Fund Cash In Cash Out  
Cash on hand, 9/1/20    10,580.21 
Cash Receipts:  Dues 100.00  100.00 
Cash Disbursements:     0 
Ending Cash Balance, 9/30/20   10,680.21 
    

Stewart Fund    
Beginning Balance, 6/1/20   2,408.32 
Interest 0.30  0.30 
Ending Balance, 8/30/20   2,408.62 

 

 

 

 

Benton County Weavers Mini-Meeting 

NWAHG members who live in Benton County again got together for a mini-meeting in Bella Vista 
on October 12th, outside, socially distanced, with masks.   Here is Michael, showing the other 
members his latest work.   
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Member:   Ann Weymouth 

Birth Month:   June 

How did you start weaving:   Ann was born and raised in New Hampshire and summered in Maine.  

She attended boarding school for high school where she took several semesters in fiber arts.  One of the 

assignments was to assemble the school’s new 4-shaft Harrisville looms. With the camaraderie of three 

fellow students, she fell in love with weaving.  The quartet would sweet talk the night guard into letting 

them into the studio after hours where they would weave half the night or until their looms “walked” across 

the room! 

Favorite loom:  Leclerc brand looms, from table looms to 60” 12 shaft looms! 

Favorite yarn:  Ann has always loved linen and cotton, but more recent weaving has explored the use of 

Tencel and Orlon. 

Favorite structure:  Anything not hand manipulated 

Guild activities:  Ann has been a member of NWAHG since the early 2000’s and has attended many guild 

workshops. 

Demonstrations:  In the past Ann has helped at “Sheep to Shawl” at Shiloh Museum, and at Hobbs State 

Park during Family Days. 

Teaching: She and Glenna Renner taught a workshop on Swedish dish towels where Ann’s emphasis 

was on the use of linen. 

Learning:  Along with guild workshops and summer seminar, workshops with Robin Spady, Inge Dam, 

and Diane Totten as well as John C Campbell Folkschool.  Ann has also attended a Complex Weavers 

conference and several Midwest conferences. 

Current work:  Weaving custom upholstery fabric for their 

1940 Buick with Orlon (See Ann’s upholstery sample at 

right.)  

Other information:  While many newer members might not 

know Ann, because in “normal” times, she and her husband 

are often on the road RVing in their motorhome traveling all 

over the country.  She also enjoys knitting, “hand” crochet, 

and latch hooking rugs. 

View some of Ann’s work on Instagram (@Weaving_RVer). 

Member Spotlight: 

Ann Weymouth 
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A WEAVING HISTORY QUIZ   

from Guild Historian Michael Skopp 

Who was the first President of the Northwest Arkansas Weaving Guild? 

a.       George Washington 

b.       Harry Truman 

c.       Robert Barnes  

d.       Blanche Hanks Elliott 

e.       Laura Redford 

It is that time of year to get out and vote so this month’s history fact I thought would focus on elections.   

Though George Washington was voted to be the first president of the United States of America, he was 

not the first president of the NWAHG.  I guess he had other things to take care of. 

In last month’s issue we learned that the NWAHG was established in 1949.  At that time Harry S. Truman 

was the president of the United States but did not have the distinguished title of being the first president of 

the NWAHG.  Guess he did not get enough votes to be on the ballot. 

Laura Redford is currently one of the longest serving members of the guild and if you thought she was the 

first president of the guild in 1949, you might have been right if she was a member back then, but she was 

not (come on, she is not that old).   

Robert Barnes and Blanche Hanks Elliott were both were extremely important in creating the foundation of 

what the guild is today.  Though we do not know the final vote count, Robert Barnes was elected the first 

president of the guild and helped establish a great organization that has been around for over 70 years. 

Answer: c – Robert Barnes 

 
 

 
Ikat: the essential handbook to weaving with resists by 
Mary Zicafoose, Interweave Press (2020), a Book Report  
 
If you are a dyer or a tapestry weaver or live in Omaha, you 
are likely familiar with Mary Zicafoose and her art.  Mary is 
renowned for her large format weft ikat weavings.  Get a 
taste of her work and technique at her website or in this 
video or this video.   
Mary is now sharing her knowledge of ikat in her new book, 
Ikat: the essential handbook to weaving with resists.  She 
defines ikat as “the centuries-old art and technique of resist-
dyeing pattern into the threads before weaving.”  In her 
book, Mary provides step-by-step tutorials for warp ikat, weft 
ikat, and double ikat.  She gives advice on what equipment 
to use.  Noting that “ikat is a weaving process that entirely 
depends upon dyeing for its success,” she devotes a 
detailed chapter to her dyeing methods.  The beautifully 
illustrated book also includes essays by ikat weavers from 
around the world.   
Interested in trying this method?  This book is all you need 
to get started.  

https://maryzicafoose.com/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mary+zicafoose&&view=detail&mid=19C577C3354E687FADA119C577C3354E687FADA1&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmary%2Bzicafoose%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://vimeo.com/47319550
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CoVid-19 Weaving Challenge:  A reminder from the 

President 

MY gears are still turning, plus there are other things 

on my looms! With the colder weather upon us now, it 

will make it easier to head to the studio.  Please share 

your progress in any shape or form, you don’t know 

what will be inspirational to others!    

Here is how Deborah Thomas responded to the challenge: 

 

 

I’m weaving the hem of my entry in the 
CoVid-19 challenge.  Since I often work in 
tapestry, my interpretation of the 
challenge is more literal than some 
possibilities.  I am still struggling with 
the title, which I think will be “19 spoils 
20” or “19 taints 20” or some variation … 
fill in the blank!  

Wool on cotton warp. Finished size 12”x 7” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block Design 

Rosalie Neilson, author of “An Exultation of Blocks,” has created 

“Block Time, A Design Game for Creating Symmetric Patterns.” 

Download the game at https://www.rosalieneilson.com.  

And while you are on her website, check out her gallery of rep 

weave projects.   

 

19 19 19 

19 

https://www.rosalieneilson.com/
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AND A THANK YOU 

Dear members of NWAHG,  

 
Please excuse the long delay in sending you this note.  I deeply appreciated your beautiful 
sympathy card and many emails.  My husband Marty meant so much to so many people, including 
Eureka Springs Fire & Rescue Department (he was a firefighter & paramedic), so it was an added 
measure of support to hear from my fellow handweavers.   
It’s the community spirit in people like you that makes this world such a better place.  I finally sold 
our Arkansas property and am living in northern Illinois close to my granddaughters.   
Thank you again so much for your thoughts and prayers. 
By the way, I had bought the Norwood 4 harness, 50” cherry loom posted for sale by Mary Booker 
in the guild’s newsletter, so I’ll remember y’all every time I’m weaving on it. 
 
Thanks,  
Carol Perenchio 

 
 

 

 

Red Stone Glen has announced a new schedule for 2021.  Classes will be offered both in person 

and via Zoom.  In addition to their book club, they are also initiating a new Virtual Lecture Series.  

Check out upcoming topics at https://redstoneglen.com/.  

A Remembrance 

 

Sue Stewart, long-time member of the Guild, passed away in California on 

October 27.  Sue retired from the education field and moved to Arkansas 

where she first learned to weave. She served the Guild as president from 2008 

to 2010 and ran her meetings as if she was the teacher and we were in the 

classroom. Her school-teacher stare quieted many a conversation during a 

business meeting!  She is survived by her son and grandson. 

 

https://redstoneglen.com/
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Buy or Sell 

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 LOOM FOR SALE: Sievers 48” 4-shaft loom.  Like new 

condition.  Includes 12 dent reed.  This is heavy duty 

enough for rug weaving!  $750.  Call Debbie in Eureka 

Springs at 479-981-0832.   (11/20)  

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR ACCESSORIES: I am searching for 9 ½ inch flat steel heddles for 

Schacht baby wolf.  Contact Linda Christy linda.chirsty@att.net.  (11/20) 

Guild Resources: 

Library  

Contact Librarian Mary Harp at 

mpris71@hotmail.com to check out a 

book.  Library catalog is available at 

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/book

s/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  

Contact Equipment Chair Laura Redford 

at laredford@gmail.com or 925-1102.  

See the back cover of the Guild 

Yearbook for available items and rates.   

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:linda.chirsty@att.net
mailto:mpris71@hotmail.com
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/
mailto:laredford@gmail.com

