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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 
HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 JULY 2017 
 
NOTES FROM OUR OFFICERS 
 
FROM THE PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
 
We next meet on Saturday, July 8.  For the summer break, there will 
be no business meeting, no program, no agenda and no 
refreshments.   Instead, we will have an informal open discussion.  
So bring along a project to talk about or weaving questions to 
discuss.  You can share an interesting technique, get help with a 
thorny weaving problem or just pick the brains of the experienced 
members in the guild.  
 
August 12 is the day of the annual Destash your Stash sale!!  
Rumor has it that some members will be doing a KonMari swipe 
through their yarn (that is, decluttering as per The Life-Changing 
Magic of Tidying Up by Marie Kondo).  
Look  through  your  stash.    If  something  no  longer  “sparks  joy,”  it  
may be time to add it to the sale.   
There may also be some equipment up for grabs.   
New weavers, take note – this is a good time to score good stuff.        
 
 
FROM VP-ELECT KATHRYN DALMUT 
 
I am beginning to plan my term as Vice President for programs in 
the 2018-2019 Guild year.  I need your input to insure that my 
plans will meet your needs.    So  … 
 

Would you be willing to serve on the program committee?   
 

Do you have any suggestions for guild workshops or guest 
instructors?   

 

Are there topics you would like to see covered at a monthly guild 
meeting?  
 

Please let me know your ideas at dalmut.kathryn@gmail.com.  
 
 
RENEW YOUR GUILD MEMBERSHIP 
 

Don’t  forget  to  renew  your  Guild  membership  by  paying  dues  for  
the 2017-18 fiscal year.  You can remit the annual dues of $20 to 
the Treasurer at the July meeting or send your payment to the 
Guild’s  PO  Box,  noted  at  right.    Add  $8  if  you  would  like  a  paper  
copy of the newsletter mailed to you. 
 
 
   
 

Officers, 2017-2018: 
Charlotte Mizell, President 
--------, Vice President 
Kathryn Dalmut, VP Elect 
Marty Benson, Secretary 
Janelle Engle, Treasurer 
 

Contact us: 
P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.co
m 
 
Find us: 
On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 
Join us: 
10:00am on the 2nd Saturday 
of the month (unless otherwise 
noted) at: 
The Arts Center of the Ozarks 
214 S. Main Street 
Springdale, AR 
 
Guild Resources: 
Library is open 30 minutes 
before each meeting and 
during meeting breaks. 
 
Loom & Equipment 
Rental.  Contact Laura at 
wannaweavemore@cox.net or 
925-1102.  See the back cover 
of the Guild Yearbook for 
available items and rates.   
 

mailto:dalmut.kathryn@gmail.com
mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:wannaweavemore@cox.net
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NWAHG JULY 2017 

GUILD ACTIVITIES 

Family Fun Day at the Rogers Historical Museum, June 3 

Members of the Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild introduced children (and a few adults) 
to weaving at the Family Fun Day sponsored by the Rogers Historical Museum on June 3.  
  

Thanks to Laura Redford for organizing our part of the event.  And thanks to those who 
participated:  Ann Weymouth, Cynthia Christie Peven, Monica Milam, Michael Skopp, Ricci 
Skopp and Deborah Thomas.   

Pictured below are some of the young weavers and the cloth they produced.  
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 MIDWEST WEAVERS CONFERENCE, June 12 – 17 

Six members of the NWAHG (Mary Booker, Cari Kessler, Jill Maddox, Mary Harp, Debbie Davis and 
Deborah Thomas) traveled to Indianapolis, June 12 – 17, for the biennial Midwest Weavers Conference.   

The participants will share what they learned in the pre-conference workshops and conference classes at 
a guild meeting in the fall.  Preconference workshops included Deflected Doubleweave with Madelyn van 
der Hoogt, Color in Tapestry with Rebecca Mezoff, Weaving with Handpainted Yarns with Diane Smith 
and Cathie Chung, and Natural Dyeing on Cotton with Eileen Hallman.  There was also a tour to Conner 
Prairie, a living history museum in nearby Fishers, Indiana, with more on natural dyeing with local plants.   

The theme for the Conference’s  Guild/Study Group Exhibit 
competition was  “The  Road  Not  Taken,”  inspired  by  the  
Robert  Frost  poem.    Our  Guild’s  entry,  the  brainchild  of  
Mary Booker, was a tribute to Madelyn van der Hoogt and 
her journey as a weaver, instructor, author, columnist and 
former editor of Handwoven and Weaver’s  magazines.  
The exhibit focused on how Madelyn has inspired us to 
travel new roads in weaving.   Even  Madelyn’s  little  dog,  
Huck, seen in some of her instructional videos, was 
represented in the exhibit.  The color scheme, primarily 
black and white, reflected the conference location – 
Indianapolis and the checkered flag of the Indy 500. 

Thanks to Mary Booker and Cari Kessler for taking the lead 
in organizing the NWAHG exhibit.  Mary led a study group 
to weave the projects on display, all designed or inspired 
by Madelyn, and doggedly made sure everyone finished 
their contributions on time.  Cari was responsible for the 
documentation accompanying the exhibit, a notebook of 
designs and samples that will be added to the Guild library.  Mary and Cari collected or made the props, 
including  a  signpost  of  stops  on  Madelyn’s  weaving  journey  crafted  by  Bill Kessler using beautiful stick 
shuttles made from exotic woods.   

All the hard work paid off!!  

Our exhibit received the 
Margaret  O’Shaughnessy  
Special Award!!  Thanks to 
Mary and Cari and everyone 
who participated by weaving 
pieces for the exhibit:  Marty 
Benson, Mary Booker, 
Loyanne Cope, Debbie Davis, 
Janet Giardina, Mary Harp, 
Cari Kessler, Joan LaChance-
Vieux, Gayle Pace, Glenna 
Renner, Deborah Thomas, 
and Ann Weymouth.   

Way to go!!!   

  

Madelyn van der Hoogt,  holding  “Huck”,  at  the  NWAGH  Exhibit 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Ruby Leslie Coming to Northwest Arkansas in October! 

The NWAHG has invited 
Ruby Leslie (aka Ruby 
Charuby; aka Robin Phillips) 
to visit us in Northwest 
Arkansas.  She will lead a 3-
day workshop at the Shiloh 
Museum in Springdale from 
Thursday, October 26 through 
Saturday, October 28.   

Ruby weaves and teaches 
from her studio in Hardwick, 
Vermont, and has published 
in Handwoven and Shuttle 
Spindle and Dyepot 
magazines.  

Her description of the workshop: 

The 3-D’s  of  3-D:  Deflection, Differential Shrinkage and Doubleweave. 

Head  off  the  beaten  track,  where  it’s  delightful,  it’s  deliberate,  it’s  deflected.     

[S]ubtle to amazing transformations can occur in woven cloth if you understand how to 
control  the  variable  of  fiber,  yarn  grist,  “innie”  and  “outies”  while  weaving  in  round-robin 
format on pre-warped looms ...   

Discussion focuses on why these transformations happen, the role that color plays in 
creating movement, and how to manipulate weave structures and fiber to produce 
dimensionality.  …     

Ruby will mail each participant a custom-wound warp, tailored to their loom and warping 
method, along with complete and easy-to-follow instructions for dressing the loom with a 
minimum of effort.  The $95 materials fee covers the warp, weft yarns, a workshop notebook 
and the cost of mailing the warps to each person in advance.  

Want  to  get  a  feel  for  Ruby  and  her  household?    Check  out  this  rap  video,  “Ma  is  a  Weava”,  
produced and posted by her children as Getya Loom Going Records:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ1wWQLUxKY.   You can also visit her website at 
www.RubyLeslie.com.  

Look for a signup sheet in the next NWAHG newsletter, with a registration deadline of 
September 9.  Your programs committee is still calculating the cost, which should be no more 
than $270 or so, plus materials. 

This workshop will be a riot of weaving and color and fun! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ1wWQLUxKY
http://www.rubyleslie.com/
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Workshops at Red Scottie Fibers, Eureka Springs 
 

Also in October:  Joanne Hall 
 

Joanne Hall will present a three-day workshop on Swedish Art 
Weaves, October 9-11.  Class will be from 9am to 4pm each day at 
the Red Scottie Fibers studio in Eureka Springs.  Cost is $295 plus 
materials. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne will also teach a two-day Tapestry Class, October 12-13.  
Class will be from 9am to 4pm each day at the Red Scottie Fibers 
studio in Eureka Springs.  Cost is $195 plus materials.  Looms will be 
provided. 

To sign up for either class – or both – contact Debbie at 479-981-0832. 

 

 

TEXTILE NOTES 

One Dress for Life 

Here is a link to a short film from National 
Geographic that highlights the traditional 
dress in the remote town of Desula, 
Sardinia.    

As an adolescent, each woman sews a 
dress that she will wear every day for the 
rest of her life, adding elaborate 
embroidery to tell her life story.   The 
dresses are reversible, with the fancy side 
worn on special occasions and a plain side 
for ordinary wear.    

Then  … (augh!) she will dye the dress 
black when she becomes a widow.    

At the time the film was made, there were 
still 10 or so women in the village who were 
wearing their one lifetime dress every day, 
some in bright colors and some in black.   

video.nationalgeographic.com/video/short-film-showcase/imagine-making-one-dress-youll-wear-every-
day-for-life?  

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/short-film-showcase/imagine-making-one-dress-youll-wear-every-day-for-life
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/short-film-showcase/imagine-making-one-dress-youll-wear-every-day-for-life
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Northwest  Arkansas  Handweavers’  Guild Minutes of the June 10, 2017 Meeting 

The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’  Guild  met  on  Saturday,  June  10,  2017  at  the  Arts  Center  of  the  
Ozarks. President Charlotte Mizell called the meeting to order at 10:20 am. She welcomed members, 

visitors, and guests. 
 

Charlotte noted that the annual Sheep to Shawl demonstration at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History 

would be held on Thursday and Friday, October 5 – 6.  She asked that the members put this event on 

their calendars and plan to participate if possible. 
 

Lisa Edmiston gave a report on the library, noting that the members have been taking advantage of this 

wonderful resource by checking out and returning books, magazines, and other materials. 
 

Janelle Engle presented thank-you gifts to those who had presented programs during the past year, as 

well as to the 2016 – 2017 officers.  She announced the slate of officers for 2017 – 2018, which includes: 

Charlotte Mizell – President 

OPEN – Vice President 

Kathryn Dalmut – Vice-President Elect 

Janelle Engle – Treasurer 

Marty Benson – Secretary 
 

Janelle passed around a sign-up sheet, asking members to volunteer to present programs for the 

upcoming Guild year.  She also reminded members that $20 dues for 2017 – 2018 are due now. 
 

Laura Redford thanked members who joined her in demonstrating at the Rogers Historical Museum. 
 

Several weavers shared their current projects, including Marty Benson, Ginny Olson, Ellen Bruce, Blanca 

Morales, and Jill Maddox. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:10. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

June, 2017       
Description Deposit Expenditures Current Total 
Working Balance on 5/30/17     $ 9,843.25  
Dues (cash) 43.00    
Dues (check) 293.00   
Loom rental 20.00   
Misc 6.25   
Total Deposits     362.25  
        
Newsletter supplies   65.11   
      
Total Expenditures     (65.11) 

Balance as of 6/26/17     $ 10,140.39  
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June Show and Share:  

 
 

 

 

  

  

Marty Benson:  Rugs 

Ellen Bruce:  Tapestries 

Jill Maddox:  Double 
weave baby blanket 

Genny Olsen:  Acadia sampler 

Blanca Morales:  Tapestry clutch (front and back) 
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To Buy or Sell  
Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com.  

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

July 8 Guild Meeting Informal Open Discussion 

July 10-14; 17-21 Workshop Summer Seminar, Bella Vista 

August 12 Guild Meeting De-stash Day 

September 9  Guild Meeting Report from Midwest Conference  

October 14 Guild Meeting TBA 

October 26-28 Workshop Ruby Leslie:    Three  D’s  of  Weaving 

 

LOOM FOR SALE: NILUS LECLERC FLOOR  LOOM,  4  shafts/6  treadles;;  45”weaving  width;;  around  1400  
flat  heddles;;  removable  weight  on  beater;;  2  light  holders;;  45”12  dent  reed;;  handmade  cherry  
bench.  Breast beam and back beam remove for easier threading.  Back beam will fold up for getting 
through a doorway.  Good all-around loom.  Sturdy.  Excellent condition.  $1200. Contact Sharon 
Loyd, tloyd@cswnet.com or 479-890-1127. Pick up in Dardanelle, AR.  (4/17) 
 
LOOMS AVAILABLE.  From Linda Christy:  At the Springdale senior center I met a man named Charles 
Putnam.  He has 4 rug looms he would like to sell. He is 91 years old and said he has no need for 
them.  He will work with people on buying, His phone number is 479-790-7109. He lives in Springdale. 
(5/17) 
 
FIBER FOR SALE: I have raw Alpaca Fiber...in white and a light brown color!  I'm selling it for $15 per lb. 
If anyone is interested they can reach me by email at  syraho66@gmail.com or text me @ 479-259-7042. 
Sylvia Holtsclaw  (5/17) 
 
MAKERS SPACE FOR RENT:  The Ozark Heritage Folkways Center has a weaving space for rent at 
$30.00 a month.  The loom is an old heavy-duty one, perfect for rugs.  If your loom doesn't offer the 
tension and large beams needed for that type of weaving, give this one a try. Call Ozark Folkways to 
inquire.  479-634-3791. (6/17) 
 

 
 
REPAIR HELP NEEDED:  Terri Bruson inherited a set of dining room chairs with 
woven seats that are in need of repair.  If you can help Terri or can recommend 
someone to do the work, please contact Terri at terri-31@att.net. (7/17)   
 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:tloyd@cswnet.com
tel:(479)%20890-1127
tel:(479)%20790-7109
mailto:syraho66@gmail.com
mailto:terri-31@att.net

