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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 OCTOBER 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Happy Fall, Y’all!! 

Isn’t that what all those cute fall crafts say?  We will miss 

the craft fair frenzy this year.  Hopefully we will enjoy it 

even more next year. The cooler temperatures and 

turning leaves certainly put me in the fall spirit. 

While reading the Joplin Globe this weekend, I happened 

on a column titled “Keeping Boredom at Bay in a 

Pandemic”.  The author complained about being on a 

permanent “staycation” and perhaps taking a flight to 

nowhere (not recommended!).  I have always thought that 

if you are bored, it is of your own doing.   When my oldest 

was small and an only child for the first five years, I told 

her that I never wanted to hear her say “I’m bored” with all 

the toys, both inside and out, games, books, puzzles and 

art supplies available to her.  I made an “I’m bored” jar out 

of a used icing plastic tub, no doubt from a cupcake 

baking session and filled it with “things to do”.  If that 

phrase was uttered, then a choice would have to be made 

from the jar, and she would have to do the activity pulled 

from the jar to not be bored!  Some of those choices were 

fun and some were not so much, just like life! I didn’t hear 

that phrase very often! 

All that to say, we as weavers can never be bored unless 

we allow ourselves to be.  Give us some thread and we 

will turn it into something functional, artistic or simply 

amazing!  We have the ability to unleash endless 

possibilities! So, I’m asking:  what is on your loom? 

Happy Weaving! 

Cari 

 

 

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 

Sara Broderick – Secretary 

Gayle Pace – Treasurer 
 

VPs Elect (‘21-‘22) 

Programs - Cecelia Jaffe, Roberta 

Hamilton, Gary Hansford 

Workshops/Study Groups – Marty 

Benson 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 

Join us:  

10:00am on the 2nd Saturday of 

the month, unless announced 

otherwise, at: 

Shiloh Meeting Hall, an annex of 

the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History 

121 West Huntsville Ave. 

Springdale, AR 72764 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

 
It is officially autumn now and family and friends from Northern Missouri are talking about cooler 
weather and the possibility of frosts. This got me thinking about my "To Do" list. Besides the 
obvious: bring in tropical plants, mulch tender plants and clean up the vegetable garden, I began 
to make my weaving "To Do" list. 
 
Here is my initial list: 
1. Plan projects for Christmas gifts 
2. Watch Tom Knisely's DVD: The Loom Owner's Companion 
3. Perform routine loom maintenance, oiling, cleaning, polishing  
4. Sand and condition shuttles, pick up sticks, shed sticks 
5. Order yarn 
6. Order other supplies needed for projects 
7. Wind balls of yarn for projects 
8. Buy extra light bulbs for swing arm floor lamp  
9. Make a decision about the guild challenge 
I'm sure I will add to this list but it should keep me busy for a couple of weeks! 
 
A side note: I'm beginning to receive information from published weavers that some are offering 
program presentations on Zoom to guilds. Hopefully, we will be having a virtual meeting soon!  
Happy weaving until next time! – Lee Rodriguez 

 

CoVid-19 Weaving Challenge:  A reminder 

from the President 

So, have you thought of something to try?  Are your 

brain gears still turning? It seems that the number 19 

pops to my attention.  In the past month, we have had the 

100th anniversary of the 19Th amendment, and the 19th 

anniversary of 9/11.  Nineteen is everywhere this year, so 

it is fitting that in our time away from each other we get 

creative and try something new, or perhaps out of our usual repertoire 

with something related to the number 19.    

My gears are still spinning but I hope that you will share your ideas and/or samples with us.  

Here are a few samples from Gary Hansford’s name draft. 

 

 

 

 

What are you thinking about?  Please share! 

Cari 

19 19 
19 19 
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COMMITTEE NOTES and Other Information 

Shiloh Meeting Hall The Shiloh Meeting Hall remains closed.  Updates on the status of meetings 

will be made monthly by the board of directors and communicated to us. 

Virtual Meeting  In November, hopefully, we will hold a virtual meeting for those who are 

interested.  Various platforms are being considered.  Please stay tuned for further information. 

Sunshine Chairman Chris Ritthaler is our new cheer person.  Please email Chris at chris@cc-

hh.net, if you know of a card that needs to be sent on behalf of the guild. 

FaceBook Genny Olsen has agreed to continue to be our FB coordinator.  Please email her at 

goatsnroses@yahoo.com with interesting articles and of course photos of your work. 

Yearbook While we are not meeting in person, it is even more important for us to communicate 
with each other. To that end, we plan to update and print a new yearbook of all members in good 
standing in October. Remember that dues have increased to $30 annually and should be mailed 
to Treasurer Gayle Pace, 1303 E. College Ave., Berryville, AR 72616. If you are unsure if you 
have paid your dues, contact her (gpace001@winstream.net or 870-423-5335) to find out.  Also, 
if you have any changes to your contact information, especially a preferred email address, 
please send those to Laura (laredford@gmail.com). THANKS! 

Loom Rental  Recently NWAHG received a generous donation from Debra DuBois-Brinker. A 

Jean Pierre LaRochette Aubusson style tapestry loom with foot treadles. It was designed by 

Jean Pierre for classes he and Yale Laurie have taught in Aubusson style weaving. The loom 

has been added to the guild’s inventory and will be available for rent.  Contact Laura Redford, 

laredford@gmail.com for loom rentals.  

Librarian  We have 12 new-to-us books, primarily about tapestry, that have been donated by 

Debra DuBois.   

 Weaving of the Southwest, Marian Rodee 

 Tapestry Weaving, Kirsten Glasbrook 

 Navajo Pictorial Weaving, 1880-1950, Joel Kropp, Tyrone D. Campbell, Kare Kropp 

 Contemporary International Tapestry, Carol K. Russell 

 The Weaving Primer, Nina Holland 

 Mayo Serapes, Mark Winter 

 Spanish Textile Tradition of New Mexico and Colorado, Museum of International Folk Art 

 Navajo Rugs: The Essential Guide, Don Dedera 

 Peter Collingwood: His Weaves and Weaving, Peter Collingwood 

 Contemporary Tapestry, Harriet Tidball 

 Weaving on Simple Looms, Louise Green and Deborah Redding 

 Weaving is Fun, A.V. White 

They have been added to our library catalog and can be viewed 

via www.cloud.collectorz.com/nwahwguild/books. If you have any problems logging in the site 

just give me a call and I will gladly walk you through it!  If any member would like to check out 

books I will be happy to pick up the books and meet them at a convenient place.  Also, if anyone 

has read a good book this social distant summer, tell us about it!   Mary Harp, 200-8269, 

mpris71@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:chris@cc-hh.net
mailto:chris@cc-hh.net
mailto:goatsnroses@yahoo.com
mailto:gpace001@winstream.net
mailto:laredford@gmail.com
mailto:laredford@gmail.com
http://www.cloud.collectorz.com/nwahwguild/books
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Benton County Weavers Meeting 

NWAHG members who live in Benton County organized a small-group meeting on September 
12. It was held outside where social distancing was possible and masks were worn by all. There 
was some fun show and share and general conversation. It was obvious that we all missed being 
together! The group plans to meet again on October 10, time and location yet to be determined.  
Contact Laura Redford (laredford@gmail.com) for information.  

 

  

mailto:laredford@gmail.com


 

5 
 

NWAHG OCTOBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member:   Gary Hansford 

Birth Month:   August 

How did you start weaving:   At 8 years old, Gary was helping his mother thread a Union loom for 

making rugs. He studied at Crowder College with instructor Jean Cook who was part of the WPA Art 

Program and workshops at War Eagle Mill. He was a member of Crowder College Weaving Guild for 15 

years.  The Guild hosted workshops from Barbara Overby, Virginia West and Madelyn Van der Hooght.  In 

fact, Gary attended Madelyn’s fist two workshops in Columbia MO.   

Later, Gary studied in England for a month on an artist textile tour.  He went back for a six-week 

apprenticeship with Theo Moorman and Eileen Chadwick. He was impressed with how broad weaving 

was. 

Favorite loom:  Glimakra Countermarch loom 

Favorite yarn:   He is partial to linen. 

Favorite structure:   Whatever he is currently working on, but especially overshot. 

Demonstrations:   Gary regularly demonstrates weaving and spinning at Truman Days at Truman 

Birthplace State Historic Site in Lamar MO and also Carver Days at George Washington Carver National 

Monument in Diamond MO.    

Teaching:  Gary was the instructor at Crowder College’s Adult Education weaving class for many years.  

He also participates in teaching study groups for Fiber Folks in Joplin MO. 

You may view some of Gary’s work at: 

Harry S Truman Birthplace State Historic Site in 

Lamar MO, 3 separate commissions: 4 panels of 

42”x 11’, and stairway runner.   

Also, at the Kendrick House in Carthage MO.  There 

are two whole room carpets, each made of 5 panels, 

12 feet in length, and also a 50-foot runner. 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight: 

Gary Hansford 

Tips and Tricks from  
Gary Hansford 

When doing a 2/2 straight draw twill, 

and treadling a straight 1-4, always 

start on the 2-3 treadle, for your edges 

to catch. 
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A WEAVING HISTORY QUIZ   

from Guild Historian Michael Skopp 

Question:  When was the Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild originally establshed? 

a. 27,000 years ago 

b. 1776 

c. 1939 

d. 1945 

e. None  of the above 

Is it a? In last month’s NWAHG newsletter, the history quiz revealed that the earliest known piece of weaving is 
dated to over 27,000 years ago.  
Is it b?  In 1776, America declared their independence from England and began to fight for the rights that we enjoy 
today.  It is an election year, get out and vote so your voice can be heard.   
Is it c?  1939 was an important year as that was the year both my parents were born but not the year the guild was 
established.  
Is it d?  When World War II officially ended in 1945, there were a community of weavers in the local area but they 
did not officially form the NWAHG then.   
NWAHG has been a vital part of the Northwest Arkansas community for over 70 years.  On April 5, 1949, weavers in 
the Northwest Arkansas area came together in West Fork to officially form the NWAHG.   
 
Answer: e - None of the Above 
 
 

 
Weaving Iridescence: Color Play for the Handweaver, Bobbie Irwin, Stackpole Books 
Book Report by Cecelia Jaffe  
 
"Iridescent fabric shimmers and glows, changing colors 
depending on how the light hits it.....the fabric appears 
magical and difficult to achieve, but the truth is that 
weaving iridescent fabric is accessible to any hand 
weaver who knows the tricks." 
Bobbie Irwin presents information that ranges from 
optics and color, color theory as it applies to 
iridescence, how to evaluate and choose yarn, and 
how weave structure influences the use of color. In 
addition this book covers specialty fabrics, designing 
and making a garment with handwoven fabric, and 
even brief discussions of spinning, dying and knitting 
for iridescence. 
The final chapter provides projects through which the 
hand weaver can "try some special techniques for 
creating iridescent fabrics suitable for household 
goods, clothing, and wearable accessories.”  
With glowing color photos, this book offers alluring 
visuals of "vibrating colors" reflecting shifting light. 
Truly a "play of colors". 
Happy Reading!  
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Cari Kessler:  Woven Shibori on the Loom 

Gary Hansford:  Shadow weave scarf 

Roberta Hamilton:  Hand-dyed roving and yarn 

using pokeberries 
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Roberta Shares the Notes on Her Pokeberry 
Dyeing Experiment:   

Attaching some photos of my experiments (see 

previous page).  The camera did not capture the yarn 

color at all well.  It is a very dark cranberry color.  I cut 

one cup with plain water and got a pretty pink on 

another batch of yarn.  Also the pink singles in the 

photo is close in color.  The roving is close in color 

also.  It was grey/black corriedale with white angora 

rabbit mix.  The same that I spun for my ruana - grey 

stripe.  Having several balls left, I thought why 

not?  Tied-dyed it so it will be fun to spin now.  The 

purple is great and rabbit dyed pink/cranberry - fairly 

true color in photo.   

I have 1 quart of berry dye to give away 

(robohamcpa@yahoo.com).  It is Pokeberry soaked in vinegar, then strained.  The 

mordant should be white vinegar for the wool or protein fiber.  It's pretty simple and safe 

to use in your kitchen.  

 

 

Weaving Art into History:  The Enduring 

Legacy of Shan Goshon 

Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, October 9, 

2020 – March 28, 2021 

 

Gilcrease Museum will exhibit the work of 

Shan Goshorn (1957- 2018) and her legacy 

as represented by four other artists.  Shan 

Goshorn was internationally recognized for 

her weaving of archival documents and 

photographs into baskets using traditional 

Cherokee techniques.  For more 

information see 

https://gilcrease.org/exhibitions/weaving-history-

into-art-the-enduring-legacy-of-shan-goshorn.  

Pictured is a Shan Goshorn piece in the 

collection of the Crystal Bridges Museum of 

American Art, Bentonville.  
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Tien Chiu and Janet Dawson are teaming 

up again for a new free weave-along.  This time it is all about color in 

weaving.  The project will be colorful overshot mug rugs. For information, 

please see their respective websites.  Registration begins soon.  You will 

learn something! 

 

Buy or Sell 

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

LOOM, FOR SALE: Sievers 48” 4-shaft loom.  Like new 

condition.  Includes 12 dent reed.  This is heavy duty enough for 

rug weaving!  $750.  Call Debbie in Eureka Springs at 479-981-

0832.   (8/20)  

 

 

 

LOOM, WHEEL AND SUPPLIES FOR SALE: Harrisville A/6 22” 4-shaft loom package still in its 

original packaging.  Also Ashford Spinning Wheel and weaving supplies.  Contact Anita Wyatt at 

awdoyrog@sbcglobal.net or 870-793-6082 in Batesville, AR.  I will consider all offers!!  (8/20) 

Guild Resources: 

Library  

Contact Librarian Mary Harp at mpris71@hotmail.com to check out a book.  Library 

catalog is available at https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  Contact Equipment Chair Laura Redford at 

laredford@gmail.com or 925-1102.  See the back cover of the Guild Yearbook for 

available items and rates.   
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