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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 
A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Hello All, 

There is something comforting about predictability in 

these uncertain times.  The predictability of color and 

weave effects never grows old! I have been inspired by 

my fellow weavers to finally put on a long warp (13 yards) 

and weave some towels.  I am halfway through.  

Hopefully I can share a photo of the finished product next 

month! 

 

We had a great first Zoom meeting on November 14th with 

eighteen in attendance, including myself.  It was great to 

see those smiling familiar faces and hear their voices.  It 

is something an email can’t provide.  I hope that more of 

you will decide to join us on Saturday, December 12th, at 

10:00am via Zoom. 

 

Zoom Details: 

You will receive an invitation to the Zoom meeting on 

Friday, December 11th from my personal email.  If you received an invitation to last month’s 

meeting the meeting ID and passcode are the same and will be the same for the recurring 

monthly meetings (except for possibly February when we have a virtual guest speaker).  

 

 

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 

Sara Broderick – Secretary 

Gayle Pace – Treasurer 
 

VPs Elect (‘21-‘22) 

Programs - Cecelia Jaffe, Roberta 

Hamilton, Gary Hansford 

Workshops/Study Groups – Marty 

Benson 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 

Join us:  

10:00am on the 2nd Saturday of 

thee month, unless announced 

otherwise, at: 

Shiloh Meeting Hall, an annex of 

the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History 

121 West Huntsville Ave. 

Springdale, AR 72764 

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
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Also, if you do not have much experience with Zoom, please see their tutorials on their website.  

If you would like to practice with me, please let me know (personal email) and I will set up a 

private session with you, no problem.  Cecelia and I had a lovely chat while I interviewed her for 

the Member Spotlight. 

 

December Meeting: 

I know this may sound cheesy, but I think that we should wear something Christmassy to the 

December Zoom meeting.  I won’t say wear your “Ugly Christmas Sweater” because beauty is in 

the eye of the beholder!  Anyway, throw on that sweater, T-shirt or sparkly turtleneck and show 

up –  where else are you going to wear it this year!  (But not required – Join the meeting without 

holiday attire as you wish.)     

 

Show and Share: 

Have you ever woven anything specifically for Christmas?  Maybe some red and green towels, 

some figurative bound weave or summer and winter, perhaps a special table runner? Please 

send photos to my personal email and I will include them in a PowerPoint to share in the Zoom 

meeting.  This allows for better viewing for all. Please share those photos to my personal email 

by December 11th 10:00pm.   

 

Wear your mask, stay warm, and enjoy the season! 

Cari 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

I hope you all had a blessed Thanksgiving holiday! I was fortunate to spend it with my mother, 

she is such a blessing to our family. On that note, she has elective surgery planned on 

December 7th and I'm planning to stay with her while she recovers. I hope to attend the 

December Zoom meeting, but will need to see how it goes. 

We have scheduled a speaker for the February 13th guild meeting. Natalie Drummond will join 
us at 10:30am on Zoom. Her program is titled: Overview of Deflected Double Weave. She will 
show us how to recognize tie-up and cover selvedge instructions, share photos of handwoven 
work with fibers and sett explanations, as well as finishing instructions. It sounds like a lot of 
information to cover in one hour, so you don't want to miss it! I encourage you to look up her 
website: www.nataliewoven.com and check out her work on Pinterest. 
 
If I don't get to attend the December Zoom meeting, I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas! 
 – Lee Rodriguez 
 
  

http://www.nataliewoven.com/


 

3 
 

NWAHG NOVEMBER 2020 

COMMITTEE NOTES and Other Information  

Virtual Meeting   The guild will hold a virtual meeting via Zoom on Saturday, December 12 at 

10:00 am.  Questions?  Contact Cari at her personal email.  

Yearbook The Yearbook and Roster for the 2020-2021 year has been completed and mailed to 

all members. If you did not get yours and believe that you have paid dues, please contact our 

treasurer, Gayle Pace.   

Traditionally, our yearbook covers 
alternate between a baby blue and pale 
green color. But this year, it seemed 
appropriate to make note of the most 
unusual circumstances we find ourselves 
in (that would be Covid-19) with the use of 
a screaming neon orange cover. In future 
years, this one will stand out from all the 
rest.   
 
There are many updates to contact 
information in this yearbook--landlines that 
have been discontinued, cell phones that 
don't work in the country, addresses. 
Because this newsletter is posted to our 
web site and available for a very wide 
world to see, we will not publish the 
changes in the newsletter. Instead, a separate email sent only to members will detail the 
changes that you should either make note of or correct in the yearbook. 
 
An historical note: The yearbook as we currently know it was first compiled by then-president 
Elise Metzler for the 1986-87 fiscal year. She continued to be the editor for about ten years, 
when cut and paste literally meant with scissors and rubber cement. When she moved away, she 
left her typewriter so that the fonts would match for succeeding yearbooks. Since at least 2004-
05, the yearbook has been done on Microsoft Publisher, a desktop publishing computer program. 
 
 

Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild 

Minutes of November 14, 2020 Meeting 

The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild met on Saturday, November 14, 2020 via Zoom.  President Cari 

Kessler called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and welcomed members, visitors, and guests. 

Old Business 

There were no additions or corrections to the February 2020 minutes.   

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer’s report and budget were in the newsletter this month.  The increase in our dues has 

not cleared the deficit.  Because we are not meeting in-person, we have fewer expenses this year, so many of the 

costs have been reduced.  The amounts for the PO Box, website and storage unit are what we actually paid.  We’ve 

left the donation to Shiloh.  Membership approved the budget. 
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New  Business 

Shiloh Museum – Cari has not heard from them for a couple of months, but the situation with the pandemic has 

gotten worse.  She has scheduled Zoom meetings through May 2020.  This doesn’t mean that we have to use 

them, but they will be there, in case we need them.  The meetings were scheduled as a recurring meeting, which 

means that the access phone numbers and codes will not change. 

Program Committee – Lee Rodriguez is looking into getting a national speaker to do a webinar for us.  She’s been 

speaking with Natalie Drummond, who specializes in deflected double weave.  Her website is 

nataliewoven.com.  Lee is looking into having her do a presentation at the February meeting.  Natalie would join 

our meeting at 10:30 to give us time to do the business portion of the meeting.  Her presentation would show us 

some of her work, including the selvages of her work and how to recognize different tie-ups.   

Library – Mary Harp reported on the donation of books received from Deborah DuBois. Most of the books are 

focused on tapestry, and they have beautiful pictures.  All of the books are now available in the library, so everyone 

is encouraged to check out the library’s latest listings. 

Membership – Ellen Bruce is now the head of this committee, and she has created computer-generated nametags. 

Publicity – Laura Redford included in last month’s newsletter what she puts in the newspaper.  The yearbook is 

done but hasn’t been printed.  Traditionally, the guild has alternated between a baby blue and a pale green cover.  

This year, Laura is going to try to get a screaming neon paper for the cover.  In the future, when people look at our 

history, she wants them to realize that there was something very different about this year. 

Demos – All of our usual demos have been postponed or cancelled.  Shiloh has taken Sheep to Shawl to a virtual 

event.  They will be having something in the spring, but we’re not sure if we are participating in that yet. 

Rentals – Deborah DuBois donated an upright tapestry loom to the guild.  It’s an unusual loom designed by Jean 

Larochette to specifically to use in his classes.  He and his daughter recently wrote a book on tapestry.  Beverly is 

trying to figure out how to warp it.  It has two rods with string heddles.  It will be available, but we would like to 

have warping instructions to go out with it.  Everything else is currently available. 

Hospitality – Linda Christy is the head of this committee.  Obviously there will be no treats until we meet again in-

person. 

Sunshine – Chris Ritthaler will be the sunshine chair.  If you know of a card that needs to be sent, please e-mail him.   

Meeting Formats – Zoom has the option to have breakout rooms to facilitate smaller conversations, so please let 

Cari know if you would like to do that.  

Show & Share: 

 Janet shared a baby blanket and her Corona towels that use the colors of the Corona Beer logo. 

 Peggy shared towels. 

 Beverly shared her towel for February.   

 Michael shared two overshot table runners. 

Future Programs – Cecelia suggested that we think about having some programs for future months, if that’s 

something that people are interested in.  Lee Rodriguez will take volunteers.   

Show & Share for the December meeting is Christmas projects.   

Benton County weavers group will meet this afternoon.  They’re meeting occasionally in person and socially 

distanced.  Please let Laura Redford if you would like more information. 

The meeting was adjourned. – Respectfully submitted, Sara Broderick, Secretary 
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NOVEMBER SHOW AND SHARE: 

 

  

Beverly Maloney:  Valentine towel 

Michael Skopp:  Table Runners 

Janet Giardina:  Baby blanket Janet Giardina:  Corona-themed towels 
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Member:   Cecelia Jaffe 

Birth Month:   February 

How did you start weaving:  Born into a fiber family in NYC, her father was a salesman for a woolen mill, 

her grandfather was a custom tailor and her grandmother was a furrier. Cecelia was sewing and knitting by 

age seven.  She saw her first loom when she was nine years old when visiting her mother’s Swiss friend.  

She was entranced!  

During her adventurous years, she lived in an artist colony in New Mexico where she made contact with 

members of the Navajo nation.  This friendship allowed her to spend time in their community where she 

learned traditional Navajo rug weaving on the Navajo upright looms and learned their natural dye methods. 

During this time, she also traveled to Peru and Bolivia studying spinning and backstrap weaving. 

Back in New Mexico, she studied natural dyeing with Rachel Brown of Weaving Southwest in Taos NM. 

She also had her first experiences with a floor loom. 

From Taos to Arkansas where she is a treasure and wealth of knowledge on all things fiber. 

Favorite loom: Cecelia believes that you should buy a loom for all your needs throughout your life, which 

is why she owns a Glimarka countermarch 8S/10 treadle loom, as well as a Schacht baby wolf and a 

Mountain table loom. 

Favorite yarn:  While she likes 8/2 unmercerized cotton for towels, she also likes linen for warp for rugs 

and handspun for weft. 

Favorite structure:  Twills and Overshot  

Guild activities:  Cecelia has been part of NWAHG for over 28 years and has participated at every level.  

She has served as vice president and president as well as many committees. She is always willing to 

serve. She has also attended most every guild workshop.  

Teaching: Teaching at two Summer Seminars in 

the past, she also recently taught a popular 

workshop for the guild on painted warps.   

Current project:  A rug in a twill structure with 

handspun wool in natural and marled colors. 

 

Member Spotlight: 

Ceclia Jaffe 

Tips and Tricks from  
Cecelia Jaffe 

BE BRAVE!  TRY NEW THINGS! 
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Fashions from the Loom by Betty J. Beard (1980). 

A book report by Beverly Maloney  

When Mary asked me to do a book report, I replied I 

don’t read books I just look at the pictures.  Well, here 

goes my report on “Fashions From the Loom: 

handwoven clothing made easy” by Betty J. Beard.  

I have been sewing since I was in the 6th grade.  My 

Mom taught me.  So sewing with handwovens should 

be no big deal.  I have had a couple of successful 

projects sewing with handwovens.  But I have also 

had some disappointments too.  And yes, I did learn 

from the book.   

Part One talks about what to do.  The second part is 

all about patterns.  And in those patterns she shows 

you how to design the pattern, which way the warp 

should be going and whether to use single or double 

weave.  Trying to discover how to have the fewest 

number of seams is a goal.   

First thing, sample, experimentation, and experience lead to having a successful garment.  Yes, 

she used the dreaded word SAMPLE.  Functionality is crucial to good garment design.  She talks 

about yarns, sett, washing, finishes, neckline shapes, and joining of the pieces.  She prefers 

handsewn seams, even crocheted, tying warp threads together, and braiding.   

Then she gets into double weave.  Think about sleeves or body parts as double weave tubes. 

This separates the sewing of yardage to the hand sewing of handwoven garments.  That blew 

my mind.  I never thought of that!  She has steps for making handwoven clothing.  Also there are 

hints for sewing handwovens.  

This book was ok.  

 
 
 
The Prince George Fibre Arts Guild (BC, Canada) has planned a series of 
monthly Sunday Seminars for 2021 via Zoom which are open to nonmembers 
at a small cost ($15.00 CAD).  The first is scheduled for January 17, 2021, 
with Abby Franquemont (author of “Respect the Spindle”) who will speak from 
her home in Peru about the textiles of the indigenous people of the highlands.  
For more information, see Sunday Seminars (pgfibrearts.ca).  

http://www.pgfibrearts.ca/seminars
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CoVid-19 Weaving Challenge 

Two more guild members have shared their challenge photos! 

Here are prolific Peggy Bowen’s 

towels! Yes, there are nineteen (+)  

of them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Janet Giardina’s fabulous draw loom woven towels commemorating “howling at the moon” in 

support of healthcare workers, among other scenes depicted! 
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Buy or Sell 

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

LOOM FOR SALE: Sievers 48” 4-shaft loom.  Like new 

condition.  Includes 12 dent reed.  This is heavy duty 

enough for rug weaving!  $750.  Call Debbie in Eureka 

Springs at 479-981-0832.   (11/20)  

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR ACCESSORIES: I am searching for 9 ½ inch flat steel heddles for 

Schacht baby wolf.  Contact Linda Christy linda.chirsty@att.net.  (11/20) 

Guild Resources: 

Library  

Contact Librarian Mary Harp to check 

out a book.  Library catalog is available 

at 

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/book

s/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  

Contact Equipment Chair Laura Redford.  

See the back cover of the Guild 

Yearbook for available items and rates.   

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:linda.chirsty@att.net
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/

