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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Happy September! Where has the time gone?   

I have heard from Shiloh Museum and while they are 

reopening in stages, they are not opening their 

meeting hall due to social distancing issues.  They will 

update us on a monthly basis.  I personally feel that 

our group should not meet, given our demographics, 

until a safe effective vaccine is widely available.  It will 

be up to the membership if and when the time comes. 

In the meantime, now that summer is over, it is time to 

move away from a general email to all and to get 

started back with the newsletter.  Gratefully, we 

welcome back Deborah Thomas as the newsletter 

editor!  I hope to bring you a beefed-up version with 

more content.  You will find more sections than our 

usual newsletter, including a book review.  The book 

may not necessarily be in our library, but may be of 

interest nonethe less. This newsletter may not have 

all the items we hope to include, but we are working 

on it.  Other items that I’d like to include are a member 

focus, a guild history moment, a tips and tricks 

section, a section including interesting fiber art shows, 

installations or events, and fiber/weaving links.  All this 

can be made possible with all our combined effort – if 

you see something that you would like to share, 

please send it to the guild email and we will try to get 

it incorporated. 

Thanks so much for your patience through this 

interesting time! 

Happy weaving! 

Cari Kessler 

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 

Sara Broderick – Secretary 

Gayle Pace – Treasurer 
 

VPs Elect (‘21-‘22) 

Programs - Cecelia Jaffe, Roberta 

Hamilton, Gary Hansford 

Workshops/Study Groups – Marty 

Benson 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 

Join us:  

10:00am on the 2nd Saturday of 

the month, unless announced 

otherwise, at: 

Shiloh Meeting Hall, an annex of 

the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History 

121 West Huntsville Ave. 

Springdale, AR 72764 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

Well, 2020 sure has been a challenging year.  As VP this year, arranging programs for the guild 
meetings is one of my duties. Until we actually meet in person, I will continue to look for online 
resources.  

This month I want to share what I've been doing while most of my world has shut down. Church, 
exercise class, weekly weaving class and garden club meetings – all cancelled. Workshop plans, 
fiber events and craft fairs – all cancelled.  So when I was invited to meet with a small knitting 
group, I jumped at the chance to socialize!  I'll be honest, the scarf I'm working on would have been 
done weeks ago if I was weaving it. 

A few of us who attended "weaving class" at Crowder College in Neosho have begun to meet twice 
per month at a quilt shop in Granby, MO. We bring all of our supplies and small looms with us each 
time we meet. The room is large and the tables are spread out comfortably. Last time, Roberta 
Hamilton brought some locks from her sheep and we worked on Rya knots. I have submitted a 
picture of the room and one of what I've been doing on my little loom, included in the “What Have 
We Been Up To?” section of the newsletter. 

Hopefully, we will be able to meet in person again soon, but at this time, the guild meeting calendar 
is to be determined.   We had a workshop scheduled Sept 11-13.  This is on hold for now until 
travel returns to somewhat normal and we are able to meet in person. I am researching some 
options for an online workshop – more on that later. 

Happy weaving until next time! – Lee Rodriguez 

 

 

COMMITTEE NOTES 

Sunshine Committee  

Chris Ritthaler is our new Sunshine Committee chair.  Do you know of a guild member who 

needs a bit of cheer due to illness or loss?  Do you know of someone who should get a note of 

congratulations after a birth or other reason for celebration?  If so, please email Chris at 

chris@cc-hh.net and he will send a card on behalf of the guild. 

 

Publicity Committee – FaceBook 

Genny Olsen has been doing a great job as our Facebook coordinator, but it is time to give her a 

break.  Please consider taking her place in posting pictures and other items of interest about our 

guild to our Facebook page.  This is a great way to present the NWAHG to the world.  Please 

email me at ckessler2232@gmail.com if you are interested to taking on this important role. 

 

Demonstrations Committee - Fall 2020 Demonstrations Cancelled or Postponed 

Fall is usually a busy time for weaving demonstrations but not this year. The annual Sheep-to-
Shawl sponsored by Shiloh Museum of Ozark History will be offered as a virtual event in the 
spring. Also, the Hobbs State Park Fall Festival has been canceled for this year. 

 

mailto:chris@cc-hh.net
mailto:ckessler2232@gmail.com
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ARE YOU UP TO THE CHALLENGE?   

One more thing from the President 

I have been thinking of a possible guild challenge 

since late May, mulling over different ideas, 

looking for something that would appeal to everyone, 

no matter their skill level or interest.  I hated to revert 

to the traditional towel exchange, hoping to come up 

with something creatively related to the acronym 

Covid-19.   

Our wonderful Laura Redford has been lovingly mentoring me with 

emails entitled “The care and feeding of the new president”.  I have been extremely 

grateful for her knowledge and insight!   She had the perfect solution! The Covid-19 

Challenge!   

This challenge is up to you, let your own creativity flow!  There is only one stipulation:  

you must use 19 or Covid or both in your project.  Let me explain, I have thought of these 

scenarios, but not limited to: 

 19 threads per repeat 

 19 repeats woven 

 19 tints and shades of a hue used  

 19 colors (think tapestry) 

 19-year-old yarn from your stash 

 A name draft using Covid-19, many formulations out there 

 19 fabrics used (think Finnish 3-shuttle weave or rag rug) 

 19 ends (think inkle or card woven bands) 

 19 supplemental warps 

 19 different stash yarns 

The list goes on and on – you get the idea.  I hope to get at least 19 weavers involved 

and to print a booklet at the end to commemorate or time “away” from typically guild 

activity. Keep a project record, (remember those!), take photos, choose something fun 

and keep us posted as to your progress.   

I’ll be checking in.  Please consider this fun idea!   Cari 

  

19 19 19 

19 
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Missed Program Summary 

Last spring, Roberta Hamilton was ready to present a program sharing her expertise on sheep 
and wool.  Here are some of the pictures we might have seen had the meeting been held as 
scheduled. 

Clockwise from top left: 
 a Butterfly pea in bloom.  I have never seen this 
beauty before!  A special treat to find just a few 
yards from the house.  
 Lambs in May when the grass was green.  Now 
they are weaned, some have been sold, some are 
for meat and some staying as replacement ewes. 
 The newest addition, Penelope, the guard 
donkey.  She is a delight and loves to have her ears 
rubbed. 
 Edna, a new-older ewe.  I'm adding color to the 
flock.  The new BFL ram is black also (no photo yet) 
 My 10-year-old beautiful Border Collie.  He loves 
to work but is very shy.  He only shows off when with 
me.  And he is right on when working sheep.   
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Member:   Jacqueline Kurtt 

Birth Month:    February 

How did you start weaving:   

By mistake actually.  I was supposed to go to a sculpture/jewelry 

class but it was not going to work out.  The only other class I could 

take was weaving. 

Favorite loom:   One with a lot of treadles, no particular brand, all of them 

Favorite yarn: All of them, my weavings always end up as art.  Color, texture and 

size are important. She also enjoys adding beads, wire, cassette 

tape and other items to weavings. 

Favorite colorway:   Sky colors, sunrises and sunsets.  

 

You may view some of Jacqueline’s work at: 

Rogers Experimental House, in the window.  

It is located at the corner of 2nd and Walnut in 

downtown Rogers 

Jacqueline also hosts “Weaving 

Wednesdays” from 9am-9pm at her home.  

Please contact her prior to a visit. 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight: 

Jacqueline Krutt 

Tips and Tricks from  
Jacqueline Kurtt 

Always double the edge thread on every 

warp to help guard against breakage. 

When weaving with tabby and pattern 

treadles, put the tabby treadles on the 

outside and the pattern treadles in the 

middle.  The side your shuttle is on is the 

tabby pick you should use. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

For the 3 months ended August 31, 2020 

General Fund Cash In Cash Out  

Cash on hand, 6/1/20    9,552.21 

Cash Receipts:  Dues 920   

Donation 200   

Workshop deposit 20  1,140.00 

Cash Disbursements:  PO Box rent  92  

Workshop refund  20 (112.00) 

Ending Cash Balance, 8/30/20   10,580.21 

    

Stewart Fund    

Beginning Balance, 6/1/20   2,407.98 

Interest 0.34  0.34 

Ending Balance, 8/30/20   2,408.32 

 

We will be presenting a budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year to our membership for approval 

soon.  Even though we are not meeting, some ongoing expenses are expected.   If you are a 

committee chair who expects to incur expenses during the 2020-2021 fiscal year, please let 

Treasurer Gayle Pace (gpace001@windstream.com or 870-423-5335) know your estimate of 

those expenses.   

Have you paid your 2020-2021 dues?   Renew now before the guild membership book is printed 

in October.  Mail your check for $30 ($38 if you wish to receive the newsletter by mail ) to Gayle 

Pace, Treasurer, 1303 E College Ave, Berryville, AR 72616.  Not sure whether you have paid or 

not?  Contact Gayle, email and phone listed above, to double check.  

Editor’s note:  Last year’s membership directory includes 59 weavers.  Gayle’s current 

records show 34 paid members.  Are you one of these missing folks? 

  

 

A WEAVING HISTORY QUIZ  from Guild Historian Michael Skopp 

Question:  What is the oldest piece of weaving ever discovered? 

a. 2,000 years ago 

b. 5,000 years ago 

c. 12,000 years ago 

d. 27,000 years ago   (Answer on next page) 

mailto:gpace001@windstream.com
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Answer; D – 27,000 years ago 

 

Weaving has evolved throughout the centuries from primitive pieces to elaborate garments.  Weaving 

has been the one fabric that has been a consistence piece in our evolution.   The oldest evidence of 

weaving is from some 27,000 years ago near France and northern Spain.  During the Upper Paleolithic 

period a group of innovative hunters and gatherers used weaving techniques, it appears, in carrying clay 

pots.  The evidence was from clay fragments that had the impressions of textiles or basketry, according 

to an article in the New York Time from 1995.  Currently this is the oldest known weaving to date but 

who really knows if weaving has been around even longer.  From basic weaving that made weapons, 

baskets and fences to the beautiful colors of the rainbow to make clothing, art and other functional 

items, weaving has been there for humankind to use.   

Source:  

https://www.nytimes.com/1995/05/09/science/find-suggests-weaving-preceded-settled-life.html 

 

 

 
Weaving Innovations from the Bateman Collection 
Book Report by Cecelia Jaffe  
 
Here’s a fascinating book from Shiffer 
Publishing to launch your fall weaving.  With 
a forward by Madelyn van der Hoogt and 
thoughtful authorship by Robyn Spady, 
Nancy A. Tracy and Marjorie Fiddler of the 
Seattle Weavers Guild, this volume give you 
an in-depth look at the creative weaving 
design of Dr. William G. Bateman.  Using an 
8-shaft table loom with its unlimited harness 
combinations, “Dr. Bateman took weave 
structures in completely new directions … he 
extended the basic principles of a known 
weave in ways no one had remotely 
dreamed of.”  The generously-sized color 
phots illustrate examples of the 89 warps 
(each having six to twelve samples( he wove 
over the course of his weaving explorations  
This is an inspiring boos which would 
provide the reader with years of weaving 
ideas.   
 
 
Happy Reading!  
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/1995/05/09/science/find-suggests-weaving-preceded-settled-life.html
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Lee Rodriguez:  “Weaving class” classroom 

Lee Rodriguez:  Experimental scarf 

Marty Benson:  Scarf made with sock yarn 
Ann Weymouth:  Rag rug made from old towels 

Ann Weymouth:  Dishtowels using a 

Handwoven pattern in 8/2 hand dyed cotton 
Ann Weymouth:  Scarf in 8/2 tencel and hand 

dyed chenille in turned overshot draft. 



 

9 
 

NWAHG SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
 

AND A THANK YOU 

I’d like to thank the members for their kind condolences after my husband, Tom’s passing 
in June.  The cards were lovely and I appreciated every one. 
His death was at a bad time for everyone....no one could get out and hugs were banned... 
Thank you so much for keeping me in your thoughts.  Hopefully all this covid 19 stuff goes 
away soon. Bless you all. 
Stay healthy! 
Sharon Loyd 
Dardanelle, AR 

 

Small-group Meeting 
 
Guild members living in Benton County are planning a small-group meeting on our 
regular meeting day, September 12. It will be informal with no program or agenda. The 
location has yet to be decided but will be held outside with social distancing and masks. 

 

Red Stone Glen Book Club Selection Announced 

Red Stone Glen, Sara Bixler and Tom Knisley announce their 

new book club selection, Wool:  Unraveling an American Story 

of Artisans and Innovation by Peggy Hart.  See 

https://redstoneglen.com/blog/blog/fall-book-club-

announcement 

 

  

Remembrances 

 

Flo Schumacher, long-time Guild member, passed away August 4. She was 87 

and had been in declining health for some time. Flo served as president of the 

Guild from 1990-92 and in many other capacities over the years. Recently she 

has been unable to participate in activities but she and Don attended our 70th 

anniversary party in the spring of 2019. 

 

Helen Jeffrey, another long-time member, passed away August 27. She was 

97. Helen wove, studied and collected coverlets and presented several 

programs on the subject over the years. She was also an expert rug hooker 

and taught classes nationwide. 

 

https://redstoneglen.com/blog/blog/fall-book-club-announcement
https://redstoneglen.com/blog/blog/fall-book-club-announcement
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Buy or Sell 

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Guild Resources: 

Library  

Contact Librarian Mary Harp at 

mpris71@hotmail.com to check out a 

book.  Library catalog is available at 

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  Contact 

Equipment Chair Laura Redford at 

laredford@gmail.com or 925-1102.  See 

the back cover of the Guild Yearbook for 

available items and rates.   

 

 

LOOM, FOR SALE: Sievers 48” 4-shaft loom.  Like new 

condition.  Includes 12 dent reed.  This is heavy duty enough for 

rug weaving!  $750.  Call Debbie in Eureka Springs at 479-981-

0832.   (8/20)  

 

 

 

LOOM, WHEEL AND SUPPLIES FOR SALE: Harrisville A/6 22” 4-shaft loom package still in its 

original packaging.  Also Ashford Spinning Wheel and weaving supplies.  Contact Anita Wyatt at 

awdoyrog@sbcglobal.net or 870-793-6082 in Batesville, AR.  I will consider all offers!!  (8/20) 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:mpris71@hotmail.com
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/
mailto:laredford@gmail.com
mailto:awdoyrog@sbcglobal.net

