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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

My goodness gracious! So we have a GREAT 

group of people weaving at demonstrations or 

what?!?!  If you didn't get out to "From Sheep to 

Shawl" at Shiloh, I do hope you can make it to 

Crystal Bridges on the 1st to see our guild 

members in action.  

Many thanks to Marty for running the MEETING 

and PROGRAM in October, she did an excellent 

job and has us well on our way to understanding 

weaving design. I hope to see you on the 8th at 

the Shiloh Museum for our November meeting, 

we'll be changing things up a bit, so that we can 

enjoy all of Laura and Marty's presentation on the 

Ozark Coverlets they have been studying at the 

Shiloh Museum.    

What are the changes?!?  #1 - we will be meeting 

at the Shiloh Museum instead of the ACO 

 #2 - The program portion of the meeting will start 

at 10:00 with the business meeting at 11:30.   

Let me repeat that.  We will be meeting at the 

Shiloh Museum and the PROGRAM part of our 

meeting will start at 10:00 and the business 

meeting will start at 11:30.  

I attended a presentation of the coverlet project 

this summer and found it fascinating! The 

presentation was to an historical society, I can 

hardly wait to hear what Laura and Marty add for 

us weavers.  

October has been really busy for me (two trips to 

Texas) and all of a sudden it's November. I really 

hope to finish a towel, I have on the Baby Wolf 

before our November meeting. So . . What do you 

Meets Second Saturday of the month, 10:00 am at the Arts Center of the  
Ozarks, Springdale, Arkansas, unless otherwise announced.  

Dues are for June 1-May 31 and are $20.00.  If mailing newsletters by mail there is a 
surcharge of $8.00

MARILYN STEWART 

Marilyn has been a member of this guild for 25 

years. She held the office of treasurer for 

multiple terms, has been the loom storage and 

rental chairman for so long nobody can 

remember who did it before her, wove all the 

joining strips for the friendship coverlet 

completed a few years ago, and has served on 

various committees. Having taught weaving at 

Southwest Minnesota State University before 

moving to Northwest Arkansas, she was well 

qualified to conduct workshops and present 

programs to our guild. One of her most enduring 

legacies is Summer Seminar, the two-week 

weaving classes held for the last 23 years. So 

many of us have benefited from her knowledge, 

skill, and encouragement!  

In mid-November, Marilyn is moving back to her 

home state of Minnesota. While she is 

downsizing her studio, she will continue to 

weave and create in her new home. She is taking 

her big loom and already has plans for "the next 

project." She has graciously donated some of her 

books, threads, small equipment and looms to 

the Guild. Watch for more about this next 

month. 

 

THANK YOU Marilyn for all you've taught us, for 

your friendship, and for your generous donation! 

We will miss you!  

 

 

 



have on your loom? 

Glenna 

HOSTESSES 

Our November refreshments will be provided by Beverly Maloney, Mary Margret King and Cari 
Kessler. The Museum will provide a table and coffee for us. 
See you all in November, Linda  
 

November Program WITH MARTY 

Our November meeting will be held at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History, 118 West Johnson 

Avenue, Springdale, AR.  We will continue our study of the art principles as they apply to weaving.  

Last month, we learned that there are four basic art principles – balance, proportion, emphasis, and 

rhythm.  And that thinking about these principles as we design our projects can lead to better 

outcomes.  We also learned that all designs are created from elements, or tools.  Again, there are 

four of these – line, pattern, texture, and color.  We played with line at our October meeting, creating 

stripe sequences to weave.  And the study group, Arkansas by Design, had its kick-off meeting, 

examining a historic quilt made from striped, hand woven scraps of cloth. 

November takes us a little further into our study, as we focus on pattern as a design tool.  Laura 

Redford and Marty Benson will be sharing their study of coverlets hand woven in the Ozarks.  The 

coverlets’ most distinctive quality is the patterns that cover them.  As a result, they provide excellent 

examples of how weavers use patterns in their work – sometimes very successfully, and sometimes 

not.  Let’s see how each coverlet weaver applied the art principles of balance, proportion, emphasis, 

and rhythm to her design, and how this affects our enjoyment of the finished piece.   

We won’t have a separate tips and tricks discussion at the November meeting, because there will be 

tons of weaving lessons to learn from the coverlet presentation.  Come prepared to be amazed at the 

lovely weaving done on simple four-shaft looms by weavers in the 1800’s,. 

Workshop Update 

The Design and Drafting workshop with Jette Vandermeiden is now full.  Please let Marty Benson 

know if you would like to be put on the waiting list, to be called in the event that someone has to drop 

out. 

Tips and Tricks 

The October meeting got a little crazy, and we had to scamper off to our site visit at the Shiloh 

Museum of Ozark History before we talked about our favorite shuttles and how to Butterfly (weft 

bundle): a small, flat ball of yarn created to provide a small amount of weft.  



 How to load:  Leaving a long tail across the palm, wind the weft in a figure eight motion around 

the thumb and little finger of the hand.  Tie a half-hitch around the bundle to finish, and pull gently on 

the starting long tail to release the weft for weaving.   

 Best Use:  When weaving a small areas of weft, such as those in tapestries or transparencies.  

Can release weft quite smoothly, if carefully prepared.  

Stick shuttle: a flat shuttle with grooves or notches at one or both ends.  Ranges in size from a few 

inches to several feet long. 

 How to load:  Weft must be wound on by hand.  Wrap the weft between the notches at the top 

and bottom of the shuttle, and around the body in a figure eight.  This method will load more yarn at 

one time without the shuttle and weft becoming too thick to pass through the shed. 

 Best Use:  When weaving a narrow web, using small amounts of weft, or weaving with bulky or 

sticky yarns. 

Ski shuttle: a shuttle with a curved bottom runner and a notched handle.  Typically used for rugs, 

ranges in size from one to several feet long. 

 How to load:  Weft must be wound on by hand.  Wrap the weft in a figure eight motion over the 

handle; taking care to make sure the loaded shuttle will pass easily through the shed. 

 Best Use:  When weaving wide rugs or wall hangings, because this shuttle can hold a large 

amount of rags, rug yarn or other bulky yarns.  

Boat shuttle: a shuttle that is shaped like a little boat, and holds one or more bobbins.  Ranges in 

size from six inches to more than a foot for multi-bobbin shuttles.  

 How to load:  Best loaded by using a bobbin winder.  Load by building up weft yarn at the 

edges of the bobbin, then filling in the center.  Alternatively, load by winding on weft with a smooth 

back-and-forth motion across the whole width of the bobbin.  Focus on winding a smooth, firm bobbin 

that fits easily inside the shuttle. 

 Best Use:  This shuttle releases the weft as the weaving progresses, creating a better 

selvedge than either the stick or ski shuttles.  Works well with finer weft yarns, and for continuous-

action weaving, such as yardage.  

End-feed shuttle: a boat shuttle that contains a pirn rather than a bobbin.  Weft feeds off the pirn 

through a small fixed hole in the end of the shuttle, providing a tensioned, smooth, and even flow of 

weft.  May be longer and heavier than regular boat shuttles.   

How to load: Best loaded by using a bobbin winder.  Winding tightly, begin loading the larger end of 

the pirn.  Slowly and gradually working toward the tip of the pirn, wind a series of criss-crossed 1 ½ 

inch sections of weft.  Stop when the weft has almost reached the tip of the pirn. 



 Best Use:  When weaving projects that require smooth and continuous weft shots, such as 

lengths of fine cloth.  

Shuttle FAQs 

1. Why do I keep dropping my shuttle?  One of the main reasons for dropping your shuttle is 
because your hands get dried out handling the weft yarns.  If you drop your shuttle, take a 
moment to rub a bit of lotion into your hands to moisturize them.  

2.  Why else do I keep dropping my shuttle?  The other main reason for dropping your shuttle 
is small muscle fatigue.  Unlike your large muscles, which feel tired or achy when over-worked, 
small muscles complain of fatigue by getting clumsy.  If your fingers and wrists are getting 
fumbly, take a break and give them a rest.  Massage in some hand lotion, or work on another 
task for a bit to give your hands a break. 

 

Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild Weaving To Do List: 2014 - 2015 

Following is a list of the weaving opportunities for this Guild year.  We hope you join in the fun and 

participate in some or all of them! 

Charity Project: weave blankets of cuddle wraps for kids.  See handout for more details. 

1. Mid-West weaving conference Guild exhibit.  Weave a unique napkin for our Guild’s display!  
Jill has details. 

2. Christmas Exchange: bring a handwoven gift to exchange at our December 13 meeting.  If 
possible, use yarn from your stash! 

3. Guild Challenge: weave something wonderful using the concepts you learned during the year.  
We will share these at the June 13 meeting. 

4. Study Group: Join the study group “Arkansas by Design” and weave towels to exchange at the 
June 13 meeting.  Towels are due May 9, 2015. 

5. Set your own weaving goals, explore, learn, mess up, re-do, succeed beyond your dreams, 
and bring your results in to share with the rest of us! 

FORMER MEMBERS IN TOUCH 

I just got a call from Jean Jansen, wife of a former member, John Jansen. She & I call each other every so often 
but this time she had a new address for them: 3800 Treyburn, Dr., Willliamsburg, VA  23185-1597. John is 89 
now & due to his diabetes that he's had since childhood his brain isn't getting enough blood/oxygen so he has 
a hard time conversing. Jean repeatedly told me how much they had enjoyed our weavers' guild. John was a 
wonderful weaver, making bolts of wool material to have clothes made for Jean & their daughter, Joanie.  He 
also made 2 clocks & a fireplace screen, to give you an idea of his creativity. John gave me the yarn I used to 
make our granddaughter's christening gown as they wouldn't be having any grandchildren of their own.  John 
is 89 & Dee is in her late 80's. I think they'd love to get our newsletter. I'd be happy to pay for theirs.  Email 
addresses: 
Jjanson@tni.net 
Dorothy. richards@yahoo.com  Jean Janson called to tell me how much they miss our Guild members. Sweet 
lady.  Thanks, Flo S. 
 
 

 

mailto:richards@yahoo.com


GUILD SHIRTS 
There has been no price increase for the shirts.  If we take orders for the shirts at the November meeting they can be 
picked up at the December meeting.  This may be something to put in the newsletter and send an email out.  I did ask 
about long sleeve polo given the time of the year.  The shirt does not come in long sleeve but it does come in a ¾ sleeve. 
  
Short Sleeve Polo             $23.98    
  
¾ Sleeve Polo                    $27.98    
  
Denim Long Sleeve           $29.98 
  
Florence Johnson 
  

Northwest Arkansas Hand Weavers Guild 

Secretary Notes for 10/11/2014 

Program 

The Northwest Arkansas Hand Weavers Guild gathered on October 11, 2014 with a welcome from Marty Benson. We were 

given a “Stripes” challenge as we settled for the program. Marty continued with a program on the Principles of Design 

which include Balance, Proportion, Emphasis and Rhythm. Demonstration and analysis was done on different pieces 

using these Principles. Further discussion brought about the Elements/Tools that are necessary to execute the Principles 

of Design. Those Elements are Line, Form/Patterns, Texture, and Color all of which we will be studying this Guild Year. 

We then discussed the Stripes that we had created.  

 

Ann Weymouth gave a book report on Jacob Angstadt Designs Drawn from His Weavers Patron Book by Ruth 

Holroyd. Donated to our library, these books offer a large scope of interests such as history, literature, mystery in addition 

to weaving.  

April Workshop on drafting announced.  

Sue Stewart introduced our Tribute to Marilyn Stewart who is moving to Minnesota. The very many contributions that 

Marilyn has given the Guild and all of us personally were shared.  

Cari Kessler presented Baby Blanket Project outline 

 

Show and Share 

Loyanne Cope: Tartan tabard in 8/2 cotton 

Monica Milam: Katie Meeks Kalamazoo Wool Tartan Scarf 

Janet Giardina: Name Draft Double Woven Overshot Bag 5/2 Cotton 

Debbie Davis: Vavstuga Ticking Weave Stripped Cloth with Triangle Device 

Janelle Engle: April Girl Scout event 

Linda Long: Cat Paws and Snail Trails Piece 



Beverly Maloney: Napkins with 8 Color Border 10/2 Cotton 

Laura Redford:  Cloth from Sheep to Shawl 

Flo Schumacher: Towel, Blanket, Table Runner, Jacket 

Cari Kessler: Felted Purse 

Minutes from September 2014 were accepted by the membership. 

Treasurer’s report accepted.  

DEMONSTRATIONS 

Bill Shaddox is hoping the weavers will once again demonstrate weaving and have handwoven items 
to display. 
There will be people available to unload and load equipment. The Whittaker Equine Center in 
Fayetteville will be open the preceding afternoon, Friday Nov 28th if that would be a more convenient 
time to bring looms. 
  
Arkansas Alpaca Show is seeking weaving volunteers for their annual show.  Nov. 29th and 30th 
 
I have not yet spoken with him personally and have no idea on the times and other logistics at this 
date. I will follow with that when I get it. Just want it on your minds... 
 
Some of you know that I have a new job that is further in the opposite direction of the NW corner. I 
am unable to make both demos and meetings so ask that you please contact me via email 
concerning these great opportunities to meet with the public. 
We are needing two volunteers for this event...one each day is all that is required. More would mean 
less time of course. 
 
I will be unable to attend this event, so demonstrators will need to take care of their own loom, etc. I 
have to date been unable to contact Mr. Shaddox...my world is a bit crazy at the moment, his email 
bounced and I have not had time to call during the day. 
 
Roberta will be helping me with this and will be at the November 8th meeting with a sign-up sheet. I 
will have relayed any more info I get from Mr. Shaddox (like times and such) to her before the 
meeting. 
 
Gratefully, Cynthia 
 
A belated Thank You for your help at this year’s Sheep to Shawl at Shiloh Museum. It was a great 
success! We had fun, the school groups had fun, and we made a couple of contacts to speak to 
about the upcoming educational outreach in the schools. 
 
Cynthia 
 
 



 

 

Treasurer report 

NWAHG Treasurer's Report  09/30-10/22/2014 

Date  Check #  Payee   Memo   Amount  

Previous Balance: 09/30/2014 9/30/2014     7,003.31 

Deposit for April 2015     Workshop 1080.00 

Ending Balance 10/22/14      8083.31 

Yearbook update 

We have four new members since our yearbook was printed. Please add them to your yearbook. 

 

Melanie Moncur      Mary Margaret King 

47 Sunderland Dr.                                                         3367 W. Don Tyson Parkway 

Bella Vista, AR 72714                                                   Springdale, AR 72762 

801-918-9566                                                                479-409-6755 

melmoncur@hotmail.com                                              mkbanklady@yahoo.com 

                                                                                      

  Alexa Moncur                                                               Lee Rodriguez 

 47 Sunderland Dr.                                                         4500 Rose Cr. 

Bella Vista, AR 72714                                                    Joplin, MO 64804  

801-918-9566                                                                417-529-5047 

melmoncur@hotmail.com                                             leerodriguez@wildblue.net 

 

Also, please change Jean Whiteman's phone number to 864-603-1312. 

 

Any yearbooks that have not been distributed to members after the November meeting will be 

mailed. 

mailto:melmoncur@hotmail.com
mailto:mkbanklady@yahoo.com
mailto:melmoncur@hotmail.com


 

LIBRARY   

 

LOOM AND EQUIPMENT

 

The guild library will be open 30 minutes before each meeting and during the break.  The library will 
not be open after the meeting.  However if you need in after the meeting I will gladly open it for you.  
Lisa Edmiston.

Loom and Equipment Rental
In addition to both floor- and table-looms, the Guild owns several other items that are available for 
rent. Interested in trying out inkle weaving but don’t have an inkle loom? The Guild does. Want to try 
a frame loom but don’t want to buy or make one? The Guild has one. Need a different size reed? The 
Guild may have just what you need. A short list of Guild-owned equipment appears on the inside back 
cover of your yearbook. Laura and Monica are coordinating the equipment rental arrangements. 
Contact them through the Guild’s email (nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com) or contact Laura directly 
(479-925-1102 or wannaweavemore@cox.net).

BUY AND SELL 
 
I have 10+ lbs. of Cheviot roving for sale.  $2.00 per ounce, white and very clean.  Call Roberta 417-435-
2674.            10/27/14 
 

 

I am trying to either sell or donate my loom as we are downsizing and I need to get rid of it.  I 
currently have it for sale on Craigs List for $400 but would be willing to donate it to a worthy 
organization or sell it at a substancially reduced price.  I have contacted Methodist Manor (have no 
room) and Waterworks (waitint to hear back from the.  Do you know of any other group that might 
want it or someone who really would like a llom but can't afford to pay much for one?  You can see 
the loom on the ad at http://tulsa,craigslist.org/art/4511813495.html.  Thank you.  Robin Crowell 
crowellandcrowell@sbcglobal.net   918-863-5433      7/6/14

FOR SALE  LOUET TABLE LOOM ON STAND  4 SHAFTS, 4 
TREADLES  EXCELLENT CONDITION
She is well behaved, doesn’t eat much, easily trained and very quiet.
• Similar to a Louet Jane 70 but has 4 shafts and treadles. Overhead beater
• Remove the stand and fold loom for storage or transporting. Loom can be transported on the stand; 
see instructions with the loom.
• Weaving width is 271/2 inches
• Loom Measures 35” wide; 31” deep and without the stand, height is 24 3/4”high. Add 26” for the 
height of the stand. (50” overall)
Includes:
• 297 Texolv heddles
• Built in raddle
• 12 dent reed (metal),
• 1-7.5 dent reed, 1-10 dent reed, both are plastic and adjustable for width.  You can even combine 
the 7.5 and 10 dent reeds to vary your denting in the same warp.
• 2 Stick shuttles
• 7 separating sticks; 3 lease sticks, 2 tie on sticks, and instruction booklet
Contact Sharon Loyd: tloyd@cswnet.com or 479-890-1127  Price: $300                          7/6/14



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 8 From Flax to Linen Demonstration at Har-Ber Village 

November 8  Guild Meeting, Form or pattern as a design tool the meeting will be held at the 

Shiloh Museum in Springdale 

December 13   Guild Meeting, Texture as a design tool and Christmas Exchange 

January 10   Guild Meeting, Color as a design tool, Balance 

February 14   Guild Meeting, Color as a design tool, Emphasis and Rhythm 

March 14   Guild Meeting, Color as a design tool, Proportion 

April 11   Guild Meeting, Jette Vandermeiden.  The meeting will be held at the 

Shiloh Museum in Springdale Napkins for Midwest and Arkansas by Design are 

due. 

May 9    Guild Meeting, Wide World of Weaving 

June 13  Guild Meeting, Anniversary Celebration and Challenge Exhibit 

June 18-20 Midwest Conference 

July 11   Guild Meeting, Small Looms 

August   Guild Meeting, Book and Stash Exchange 

INGE DAM WORKSHOP IN TULSA  

With Linda and Jerri attending 

 

 



SHOW AND SHARE 

 

 

 

 

 

Marty presenting her 

 program and Jill 

holding up examples 



 

Coverlet front and 

back at Shiloh 

Museum 


