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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

The new home of the Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild is
now open.  There were a number of our members at the Grand
Opening of the Shiloh Meeting Hall on Saturday, June 30, though
we were easily lost in the crowd.  The staff of the Shiloh Museum
of Ozark History expected around 50 people at the ceremony,
planned for 80, and 150 or more showed up.  So community
interest in the newly renovated Hall is high.  We are lucky to find
such a welcoming site for our monthly Guild meetings.

Museum director Allyn Loyd was most appreciative of our
contribution, authorized at the June meeting,  toward the A/V
equipment in the Hall.   Our gift of $550 will complete the
installation of the drop down screen and projector by paying for
the cabling and the remote controls needed to operate the
equipment.  I’ll read her nice thank-you note at the next business
meeting in September.

On Saturday, July 14, we will convene at the Shiloh Meeting Hall
(121 West Huntsville Avenue, Springdale) for an unofficial get-
together.   See the note from VP and program chair Cari Kessler
for more on the share session she has planned.  This is a good
opportunity to meet and chat with other members, those you
know and those you may not know so well.    I hope to see you
there (with a big caveat -- Grandson #2 is expected to arrive on
July 13 and I may be otherwise engaged!).  

     
FROM YOUR PROGRAM COMMITTEE

I hope you all have been retreating to your studios for relief from
the heat to do a fiber related activity. This month we will meet in
our new meeting space at the Shiloh Meeting Hall. I am very
excited to see the new space and settle in. As we get to know our
new space, it is a good time to get to know each other better.
During our informal meeting this month we will be talking about
“Uncommon Threads”. We all have had experience with standard
size cotton, wools, etc. Have you ever been “gifted” a yarn you
are not quite sure what to do with? Ever gone into a yarn shop or 
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thrift store and come out with a bag of something pretty but don't know what to do with it? Plan 
on attending the July meeting and we will build on what Sharon Lloyd enticed us with in her 
program of “Weaving with Knitting Yarns”. There will be a brief discussion on calculating sett, and
determining fiber content. This will be a round table discussion with suggestions of various 
projects from members. So dig into that storage tub and join us for a brainstorming session. 
Please also bring any show and tell with “uncommon threads”.

Cari Kessler

JUNE SHOW AND SHARE

As listed in the Minutes below,  Gayle Pace, Cari Kessler, Peggy Bowen, Jo Ann Dell, Cecelia 
Jaffe, Beverly Maloney, Marty Benson, Deb Thomas, and Jacqueline Kurtt brought items to Show
and Share.

Unfortunately, I have no photos of their wonderful weavings. I took photos of their wonderful 
weavings with my cell phone which died before I uploaded the photos to my computer. So, no 
photos from the June Show and Share.  Cliff

FROM THE JUNE MEETING

Northwest Arkansas is home to the second largest Marshallese community in the United States 
(Hawaii is first).   At our June program, weavers of Marshallese descent presented a program on 
the Weaving Traditions of the Marshall Islands.  Our thanks to the non-profit Marshallese 
Educational Initiative for helping to coordinate this event.   
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Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild
Minutes of the June 9, 2018 Meeting

The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild met on Saturday, June 9, 2018 at the Arts Center 
of the Ozarks.  President Deborah Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:00, and welcomed 
members, visitors, and guests.  

There were no additions or corrections to the minutes as printed in the newsletter.  Gayle Pace, 
treasurer, reported that cash on hand, including the donor restricted Stewart fund, total 
$10,904.93.  A savings account has been opened to segregate the Stewart funds from operating 
monies in the future.  Annual guild dues of $20 are now due.

Cari Kessler, vice president – programs, announced that Wynne Mattila is available for a workshop March 
15 – 17, 2019.  Wynne has developed a three-shuttle color blending technique for weaving rugs and 
runners using fabric strips.  Fees and deposit amounts will be forthcoming, and Cari encouraged everyone
to mark the workshop dates on their calendars.  

Cari also announced that the Guild’s meeting location will change at the July 14 meeting.  That, and future
meetings will be held at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History.  The informal program for the July 14 
meeting will be “Uncommon Threads”, which is also the theme for the Midwest conference in 2019.  
Members should bring mystery yarns, or those that pose challenges, to the meeting for discussion and 
advice.

Deb updated the members on the status of various committees, including those that need more 
volunteers.

* Blanca and Elizabeth Morales are chairing the Sunshine committee. 
* Hospitality needs a chair.
* Yearbook needs a chair.
* The publicity committee is doing well with Cliff Bailey as newsletter editor, and Genny Olsen updating 
the Facebook page.  There is a need for someone to notify the local papers of our meetings.
* The Demonstration committee needs a chair.  Laura Redford will continue to care for and track the 
guild’s looms used in demonstrations, so the chair can focus on scheduling these events and contacting 
volunteers to weave at them.  

Upcoming demonstrations include two at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History.  The first one, on 
September 7, will celebrate the museum’s 50th birthday.  The second will be the annual Sheep-to-Shawl 
demonstration for school children on October 4 – 5 at the Museum.  Members should mark their 
calendars for these fun events.

The Shiloh Museum of Ozark History, a long-time friend and supporter of the Guild and its new host for 
monthly meetings, has published a “wish list” of items needed to finish equipping the restored building 
where we have been invited to meet.  After discussion, Linda Long made a motion, seconded by Larry 
Mizell, that the Guild donates up to $500 towards an audio-visual system.  Cecelia Jaffe amended Linda’s 
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motion to $550, the full amount requested on the wish list.  Linda and Larry agreed to this amendment.  
The motion passed unanimously, subject to receiving more information about the type of equipment 
purchased.

Deb announced that Nancy Obenchain had made a bequest to the Guild in her will.  Deb completed the 
paperwork required for the will to be finalized.

The Audit Committee made the following motion:
The audit committee of the Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild moves that the financial reports and 
records for the period from June 1, 2014 through May 31, 2018 be accepted as presented.  The 
committee commends the treasurers, Larry Mizell, Crow Johnson Evans, and Janelle Engle for their service
to the Guild.  The motion passed unanimously.  Deb noted that the full audit committee report is available
for those interested.

Mary Harp, librarian, gave a report on the changes in the way members will access the guild’s library in 
the future. Due to space constraints, the library will now be a closed stack resource, in that members will 
need to request materials and Mary will deliver them at the next guild meeting. The library collection is 
being entered into Bookconnect, an Internet-based library catalog that will have a link on the Guild’s web 
page.  A full listing of all the library’s resources will be available there, allowing members to browse the 
collection in an easier and more powerful way.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:35. 

Members who brought items to show and share included: Gayle Pace, Cari Kessler, Peggy Bowen, Jo Ann 
Dell, Cecelia Jaffe, Beverly Maloney, Marty Benson, Deb Thomas, and Jacqueline Kurtt.

Respectfully submitted,

Marty Benson, acting for 
Debbie Davis,
Secretary

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

Dues for the new year are now due, they are only $20 with an additional $8 if you need to have 
the newsletter mailed to you. Dues can be paid at the meeting or mailed to: 

Northwest Arkansas Handweavers Guild
PO Box 1635 
Springdale, AR 72765
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AND A NOTE FROM OUR LIBRARIAN

Our librarian, Mary Harp, has about half of the books in our library cataloged using 
the new software.  More to come!

The address for the “new library” is:

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahwguild/books. 

By all means check it out. Thanks, Mary!

Weaving Classes - Red Scottie Fibers at the Shoppes at 
Fleece ‘N Flax

August 21, 22, 23 – Awesome Aprons! Did you see the aprons at Midwest Weavers 
Conference? Learn how to weave and sew one of these to wow your friends and
family as you spend time in the kitchen or at the grill – could also be a weaving/spinning 
apron!  9 – 4 each day.  $195 plus materials.

Sept 10, 11 – Spinning with Melissa Weaver Dunning – Sharpen your spinning skills with this
master spinner who studied with fiber legend Norman Kennedy. 
9 to 4 each day. $165 plus materials. Wheel rental is available.

Sept 10, 11 –  18th Century Linens with Melissa Weaver Dunning – Each weaver will sample
Bronson, Huck, M’s and O’s, Dimity and three kinds of twill in linen and in cotton. We will
learn about linen finishing and distressing, as well as an efficient 18th century warping and
beaming technique. 9 to 4 each day. $295 plus materials. 

Oct  9, 10, 11 –  Daryl Lancaster – Garment Construction and Finishing for Handweavers
and Artists – Participants will have the opportunity to draft a custom pattern for a simple
jacket, vest or tunic, as well as learn about creative finishing techniques. 
9 to 4 each day. $295 plus materials. 

Nov 10, 11 –  Overshot Shawl – Choose a pattern or patterns and one color or several to weave
a beautiful patterned shawl! Soft cotton Lunatic Fringe fibers will be used to create this 
woven heirloom in your chosen colors. Preregistration by Oct 1 is required for this class.
9 to 4 each day. $215 plus materials. 

Parking is free and our shop is within walking distance of lodging and restaurants. Come and 
experience the magic of weaving in our light-filled, historic studio and shop. Call Debbie at 479-
981-0832 for more info and to sign up!
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BUY OR SELL

For sale:
Schacht Mighty Wolf loom, 8-shaft, 10-treadle, wolf trap, tool tray, warp sticks. Priced at $2,000 
but could also be priced as a package to include other weaving items and accessories. Contact 
Laura Redford for more information. (laredford@gmail.com or 479-925-1102).    (6/18)

 

Baby Wolf loom, 4-shafts, $800.  Contact Mary Trulock for more info 479-301-5724 
(Fayetteville). Can deliver anywhere in NWA.  (7/18) 

 

Guild Calendar


July 14
Informal
Meeting

August 11
Informal
Meeting

Guild Yard Sale

September 8
Guild

Meeting
First meeting of new year – Special Speaker 
TBA

November 11-18 Fall Retreat Lake Fort Smith
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