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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 APRIL 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT  
 
Happy Spring! 
 

Are you a bibliophile?  Well, I am!  In case you don’t 
know, it means a person who loves or collects books, 
while technically it may be fine collectables, many of mine 
are “new to me”. 
 
The photo is of general reading variety that I have read 
since the beginning of the pandemic.  Although, I belong 
to a book club that keeps me reading eleven books a 
year, I just like to read! Do you see any you would like to 
borrow?  

 

Maybe you are a yarn collector or a weaving tool collector 
instead of hoarding books.  Please see Lee’s article below 
for this month’s meeting program.  There will not be a 
book report included in this newsletter this month for that reason. 
 

  

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 

Sara Broderick – Secretary 

Gayle Pace – Treasurer 
 

VPs Elect (‘21-‘22) 

Programs - Cecelia Jaffe, Roberta 

Hamilton, Gary Hansford 

Workshops/Study Groups – Marty 

Benson 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 
nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 

Join us: 

 
10:00am on the 2nd Saturday of 

the month, unless announced 

otherwise, at: 

Shiloh Meeting Hall, an annex of 

the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History 

121 West Huntsville Ave. 

Springdale, AR 72764 

 

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
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Meeting Information 

 

While Shiloh Meeting Hall continues to be closed, and the weather is somewhat unpredictable in 
the spring, and everyone has not had the opportunity to receive a vaccination, I feel that we 
should continue to meet on Zoom at least through May.  At that time, we can re-evaluate the 
situation and make plans accordingly. Perhaps we can have an outdoor brown bag tailgate 
situation in June just to reconnect, take our usual July hiatus and move forward as conditions 
allow. 
 

Zoom Information 

 

I am now recording the Zoom meetings; a link will be sent as soon as it is available.  Hopefully 
you will attend the live meeting if you can.  The recordings will be available until the Friday before 
the next meeting.  I will then delete the previous recording to make room for the new 
one.  Please check your inbox for the invitation on Friday, April 9th from my personal email.  If 
you do not get one for some reason, please let me know. 
 

Show and Share and Program Photos 

 

Please send photos to my personal email address no later than10:00pm on April 9th to be 
included in the slideshow during the guild meeting.   
 

I am looking forward to seeing you or at least hearing your voice on Zoom, April 10th at 10 am! 
Cari 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

I’ve had a request for information on natural dyeing. There are many things that can be used. 
Some things that can be collected from the woods and fields: acorns, sumac leaves, black 
walnut hulls, dandelions, goldenrod, nettle to name a few. You can grow red cabbage, marigolds, 
hibiscus, daffodils, lavender, rosemary, purple basil, mint and onions, the Navajo use onion skins 
to dye their wool. Woad is supposed to yield a blue dye and seed can be purchased at Pinetree 
gardens. Japanese indigo grows in our climate and may be purchased at Putnam Hill nursery 
and dyer’s coreopsis may be purchased at Fruition seeds. Etsy lists some of these seeds for sale 
as well. A useful book is The Handbook of Natural Plant Dyes by Sasha Duerr. Maybe a future 
zoom meeting can be a discussion of our experiences with natural dyeing or maybe we can 
actually have a dye class in the near future! 
 
For the April meeting, share your frigid weather/cabin fever weaving endeavors. This will be 
group participation. Please send Cari any pictures of work you did or supplies or books you 
ordered. I personally added to my weaving library, so I will be prepared to share some brief book 
reports.   
 
For the May meeting, I think we should share our experiences with natural dyeing.  
 
For June meeting, I hope we are able to meet somewhere outdoors! 
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SHARE YOUR CRAFT STORY 

Crystal Bridges of American Art in Bentonville is currently 

featuring Crafting in America, with over 120 objects from 98 

American artisans.  The exhibition continues through May 31. 

 As a part of this exhibition, the museum invites anyone to 

share a story about a personal collection or prized craft object.  

View some of the submissions to “Share Your Craft Story” 

here or click through to add your own personal craft story. 

Pictured:  “Share Your Craft Story” submission from Kate Kilmurray 

 

 

 

CLASSES FOR 2021 

Debbie Davis has announced the classes that will be held at 

Red Scottie Fibers in Eureka Springs for 2021.  These are: 

For June:   16 –  Patriot Door Basket, instructor Deb Hurd 

2, 16, 30 – Small Circumference Knitting, instructor Katy Tuberville

 23 –  Felted Phone Cozy, instructor Edwige Denyszyn 

For July: 14, 21 – Pax Tunisian Crochet Lace Scarf, instructor Debra Lea 
  28 –   Dyeing with Wood, instructor Gina Levesque 
  30 –   Cast Ons and Bind Offs, instructor Katy Tuberville 

For August:  4 –   Caring for Your Vintage Textiles, instructor Gina Levesque 
  5 –  Tapestry Crochet Mug Rugs, instructor Debra Lea 

11, 25, Sep 15, Oct 6 – Sweater Constrution, instructor Katy 
Tuberville 

 For Sept: 8 –  Fair Isle Hat, instructor Debbie Davis 
  15 –  Dyeing with Fresh Indigo Leaves, instructor Gina Levesque 
  29 –  Tapestry Techniques, instructor Deborah Thomas 

30 – Innovative Tapestry, an Informal Discussion, instructor 
Sherry Herbst 

For Oct: 6 –  Beginning Rug Hooking, instructor Gina Levesque 
  20 –  Deep Woods Basket, instructor Deb Hurd 
  23 –  Darning and Mending, instructor Katy Tuberville 

For Nov: 3 –  Playing with Brioche, instructor Katy Tuberville 
  12 –  Shibori Dyeing, instructor Gina Levesque 

 
AND DON’T FORGET: 

Arkansas Yarn Crawl, September 30 – October 7 

Christmas In Eureka, all of December 
 

For more information, go to https://www.redscottiefibers.com/.   

https://experience.crystalbridges.org/craft_stories/
https://www.redscottiefibers.com/
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Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild 
Minutes of the March 13, 2021 Meeting 

 
The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’s Guild met on Saturday, March 13, 2021, via Zoom.  President 
Cari Kessler called to order at 10:00 and welcomed members, visitors, and guests.  Visitors Susan Kelley 
and David Howard joined the meeting. David had been in a spinning guild for a while and recently saw 
someone weaving on Twitch, which rekindled his interest in weaving.   

 
Old Business 

 
Meeting minutes and the treasurer’s report had no additions or corrections and were approved as 
published.   

 
Cari will forward newsletter to Beverly, as she doesn’t recall getting it.   

 
New Business 

 
Shiloh contacted Cari this week. They are still closed to meeting until further notice.  Peggy e-mailed back 
and forth with Ellen.  Peggy said that they are allowing the lace guild to meet under the trees outside, but 
that guild only includes 6-8 people.  Shiloh will open the general store to allow the guild to use the 
restrooms.   

 
Cari had considered meeting in the Meeting Hall parking lot, if Shiloh would allow us to use the 
restrooms.  Assuming the weather improves, we could also meet in a park.  The current plan is to stick 
with Zoom meetings until May, and then see where we are.  Perhaps, we can meet in person, either in 
the parking lot or a park in June.  July is traditionally a month off, so we wouldn’t meet in July.  Then see 
where we are in August, if we can resume in person meetings. 
 
Lee - Programs - Today, Roberta is going to talk about her sheep.  Next month, she’d like everyone to 
send Cari samples of what we did with our cabin fever.  There are no plans for May yet.  If you’d like to 
present a program, please let Lee know.   

 
Mary isn’t able to be with us today, so there are no updates for the library.  Deb Thomas isn’t able to be 
here today, so there are no newsletter updates.  Beverly isn’t able to be here today, so there are no 
website updates. 

 
Demos - Laura Redford- The city of Rogers is doing Founder’s Day on June 5th.  It will be at the Rogers’ 
historical museum, and they’re asking if we want to demonstrate.  We could probably set our own 
guidelines.  Laura isn’t keen on going back to the old method of allowing kids to use our looms.  One 
option to use cardboard or meat tray looms, but there may be a lot of kids.  Another option is to show up 
and have us separated from the public and just demonstrate weaving.  This is not an event where people 
generally stay for any amount of time.  So, most people just stay for a few minutes at most.  They’ve 
offered us an inside spot.  Consensus is that we would like to participate, and we will decide on the actual 
form of participation closer to the event.  If things get worse, we could decline to participate.   

 
Shiloh is just now getting started planning their summer History Camp, which they hold for 2 weeks in the 
summer.  This year will be virtual.  Our programs would be presented on June 21st morning for 7-10 year-
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olds and on July 19th for 11-14 year-olds.  Theme is “art in the trades.” Our participation would be purely 
virtual and likely recorded ahead of time.  Our total time is 30 min for the younger group and 45 min for 
the older group.  The idea for the camp is something like sheep to shawl.  Shiloh isn’t really wanting us to 
present tapestry.  Marty would like for us to participate.  Suggestions included talking about coverlets or 
functional art like dish towels - Especially with the older kids, we could talk about weaving and punch 
cards and computers. Consensus is that we will participate in some form or another, but we may do some 
or all our work ahead of time. 

 
Midwest Weavers has a new website - midwestweavers.org - You can now pay dues and keep track of 
your membership online.   They are planning on having a business meeting sometime soon.  Dues are 
relatively low, something like $15-20. 

 
HGA is having Textiles & Tea at 3:00 PM on Tuesdays on Facebook live.  You don’t have to be a member 
of the HGA or have a Facebook account to access the videos, just go to their Facebook page and watch 
the videos there.  They’re interviewing notable people in textiles.  They also have the recordings on their 
Facebook page, so you can watch them at your leisure. 

 
Mid-Atlantic Fiber Association -  mafafiber.org - has their course listing online.  You can join as an 
associate member for $20.00 and register for a class.  There are a lot of typical weaving courses and some 
lectures.   
 
Show & Share 

 
Linda Christy shared a table runner made in weave-along with Janet Dodson, along with blue & red 
placemats for a 4th of July theme.  She said that she made up the pattern as she was weaving.   

 
Peggy shared a lace bobbin angel that she made.  She’s making one for each of the grandkids as a 
Christmas ornament.  

 
Marp Harp shared another mystery weaving tool.  It was a wood tray with two wood bobbins on one end 
and a hook on the other.  No one had a satisfactory answer for what it was. 

 
Liz Keen shared a short presentation about growing and using madder as a natural dye.  She ordered the 
seed from Strictly Medicinal Seeds, and she got a fair bit.  After 2 years of allowing it to grow, she dug up 
some of the roots, ground them in a food processor, and let it dry in her garage.   

 
Madder changes color depending on the temperature of the dye bath, so it can’t get too hot.  She shared 
examples of using madder in botanical printing, along with dyed wool fiber, cotton/linen blend, and some 
nylon cloth.  She used potassium aluminum sulfate as her mordant. 

 
She also shared some pictures of the dyer’s chamomile in her garden.  The plant is still green, even after 
the last hard frost.  The flowers of any chamomile can be used as a dye, but this type has a bigger 
flowerhead.   

 
She also shared some pictures of her current project, which is a perle cotton sampler of leno techniques 
and Dutch medallion.  She used Finishing Touches for the Handweaver and an online book from the New 
Hampshire Weavers’ Guild as her guides. 
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Roberta’s Program 

 
Roberta presented a program about a year in the life of a shepherd as she manages her flock.  The 
shepherd’s year begins with the birthing of sheep.  It’s important to plan when the sheep will give birth, 
as it needs to be warm enough but not too hot.  Roberta tries to time it for March.   

 
For the health of the flock, it’s important to get a new ram every few years.  Roberta tries to grass feed all 
her sheep and only supplement with additional feed during winter and during the lambing period when 
milk production is very high.  
 
Roberta has several guard animals, including Thunder Struck, a llama with a beautiful spotted 
fleece.  She’s had several dogs, and a good dog goes a long way in raising sheep.  She also got Penelope 
to be a pasture mate for her mustang, but it turns out Penelope would rather hang out with the 
sheep.  So, Penelope has become a guard animal, as well. 

 
Sheep typically have twins.  Roberta’s flock began with mostly Cheviot ewes, and they don’t have much 
wool on their bellies.  With Cheviot ewes, it isn’t as important to sheer prior to lambing, as the lambs 
don’t have a difficult time finding their udder.  Since then, she’s continued to expand the breeds of sheep 
in her flock, and with the Border Leicester ewes, it’s important to sheer prior to the ewes birthing. 

 
Roberta skirts her fleeces and then allows them to dry in the green house.  She’s found that as long as 
she dries them completely and thoroughly, she hasn’t had issues with the fleece. 

 
After the sheep give birth, the ewe is moved into the barn and stay in a jug with her lambs for a few 
days.  The jug is a 8’ x 8’ paneled space that allows the Mom to bond with her babies.  Once they’ve 
bonded, they’ll move into an outdoor space, then a pasture, and then in with the rest of the flock.  Twins 
typically stay together for a long time before they really mingle with the remainder of the flock.   

 
Then as the nights begin to cool, the sheep become interesting in breeding, so the ram is separated from 
the flock by September 1st. 

 
Roberta’s neighbor had a flock of sheep for years, and one day when she went by to sell him some eggs, 
he mentioned that he was selling his farm.  She asked what he was doing with his sheep, and he offered 
to sell them to her, which is how she became a shepherd.  If you’re interested in purchasing a fleece or a 
lamb, please contact Roberta. 

 
She recommends All About Wool, which has several good examples of different weave structures and is a 
good introduction to wool. She also recommended Raw Material: Working Wool in the West, about the 
adventure of a young woman who decided to become a sheep shearer. She also recommends the Fleece 
& Fiber Sourcebook, which has examples of different sheep breeds’ fleeces, how it spins, and how it 
weaves. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:33 AM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Broderick 
Secretary 
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MARCH SHOW AND SHARE: 

Linda Christy: 

Overshot runner 

and placemats  

     

Peggy Bowen:   

Lace Ornament 

 

 

 

Mary Harp:   

Mystery Object 

 

Liz Keen: Leno 

and Danish 

Medallion 

Sampler. 

Also from Liz:  

Madder, from 

Plant to Root to 

Dyed samples 
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MARCH PROGRAM:  Roberta Hamilton on Raising Sheep     

 

Pictured, a sampling of this year’s lambs with their 

mothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Statement of Activities 

For the month ended March 31, 2021 

General Fund Cash In Cash Out  
Cash on hand, 2/28/21   10,122.26 
Cash Receipts:  Loom Rental 30.00  30.00 
Cash Disbursements:      
Library  115.73  
Programs:  Natalie Drummond  100.00 (215.73) 
Ending Cash Balance, 3/31/21   9,936.53 
    

Stewart Fund    
Beginning Balance, 2/28/21   2,408.92 
No change    
Ending Balance, 3/31/21   2,408.92 
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Member:  Sara Broderick 

 
Birth Month:  July  
 
How did you start weaving:  Sara’s weaving journey began with classes at the Ozark Folk 
Center Craft Village in spinning and weaving.  The weaving was mostly centered on the rigid 
heddle loom. She really enjoyed spinning, but was intrigued by shaft loom weaving after her 
exposure to the rigid heddle loom.  After several trips to Red Scottie Fibers in Eureka Springs for 
roving, Debbie Davis convinced her to try her hand at shaft loom weaving. Under Debbie’s 
tutelage, she was hooked! She loved having a boat shuttle in her hand! 
 
Favorite loom: The first shaft loom purchased by Sara was a 4S 45” Leclerc loom that was 
rehomed from Oklahoma and transported in a Honda Fit, quite an accomplishment to be sure! 
The loom was in disrepair and many hours were spent rehabbing the loom. Sara also owns a 
tapestry loom, inkle loom, hex shaped pin loom and recently purchased an 8S Schacht Baby 
Wolf. 
 
Favorite yarn:  Her own handspun of course! She dreams of completing a garment of her 
handspun and handwoven cloth.  Also, sock yarn in some garish colors, think electric rainbow! 
 
Favorite structure:  While she has not been weaving for many years, overshot has caught her 
attention. 
 
Guild activities:  Sara has been a member of the guild for a few years, and is currently serving 
as NWAHG Secretary. 
 
Current project:  There are M & W towels on 
the Baby Wolf, twill dish towels on the Leclerc 
and weaving on the hexagon pin loom for a 
jacket for her mother. She also make dog 
leashes on her inkle loom. 
 
Other activities:  As mentioned above, spinning 
and pin loom weaving, she also knits and 
embroiders, and has done X-stitch. 
 

                  

 

Member Spotlight: 

Sara Broderick 

Favorite Books from 
Sara Broderick 

 
Deborah Chandler’s Learning to Weave 

Marguerite Davidson’s A Handweaver’s 

Pattern Book 
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Online Exhibit:  Cotton Noise. From Cotton to Thread.    This online exhibit from the Museum 

about Industry, Labour, and Textile in Ghent, Belgium, traces the history of cotton thread from 

1800-1980 with pictures and text, available in English through Google Arts & Culture here.  

Learn more about how the cotton thread we use in weaving is processed.     

 Buy or Sell 

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cotton bales in preparation for transport, 1940, MAIT collection 

SPINNINGWHEEL FOR SALE:  Ashford traveler spinning wheel plus jumbo flyer for 

sale.  Wheel is in great shape, I’m just downsizing a little.  $450.  Please email me for 

additional info or pictures.  Jbeweavin@yahoo.com (4/21) 

BOOK SEARCH:  Janet Giardina would like to buy this weaving book: Pattern and 

Loom by John Becker.  Let her know at if you have a copy you would be willing to sell.  

jbeweavin@yahoo.com.  (2/21) 

Guild Resources:  

Library.  Contact Librarian Mary Harp to 

check out a book.  Library catalog is 

available at 

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  Contact 

Equipment Chair Laura Redford.  See the 

back cover of the Guild Yearbook for 

available items and rates.   

 

 

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/cotton-noise-from-cotton-to-thread/ARPJarQs
mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:Jbeweavin@yahoo.com
mailto:jbeweavin@yahoo.com
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/

