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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

 FEBRUARY 2021 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT  
 
Hello All, 

February brings the doldrums of winter, but the promise of 
spring!  As many of you know we will have a special treat this 
month with a guest speaker.  I won’t steal Lee’s thunder, but 
plan to attend our Zoom meeting if you can. 

Just to give you a sneak peak of some of the warps you may 
see in the presentation, I was lucky enough and quick on the 
draw to secure a spot in the presenter’s online workshop with 
the Chattahoochee Weaver’s Guild from Atlanta GA, the 
weekend before our meeting. The first photo is my workshop 
warp, I was determined to use on-hand yarns, and the second 
“warp to be” is using leftover orphan threads from previous 
projects that needed a home. 

 

If you know of someone that would like to visit our meeting, 
please let me know and I would be happy to send an invitation 
to them.  I doubt that anyone would request to be admitted to 
our meeting without wanting to be there, but it would be better if 
I knew that they might come. 

Look for your Zoom invitation to the Saturday, February 13th 
meeting to arrive in your inbox from my personal email on 
Friday, February 11th.  If this does not happen for some reason, 
please let me know.  If you are new to Zoom and would like a 
practice session or a walk through, please do not hesitate to contact me via my personal email. 

We will postpone our Show and Share this month to allow our speaker to have our full attention. Please 
send me your photos if you wish, so that you don’t forget, or hold onto them until next month.  

Thanks so much!  Cari 

Officers, 2020-22 
 

Cari Kessler – President  

Lee Rodriguez – VP (‘20-‘21) 

Sara Broderick – Secretary 

Gayle Pace – Treasurer 
 

VPs Elect (‘21-‘22) 

Programs - Cecelia Jaffe, Roberta 

Hamilton, Gary Hansford 

Workshops/Study Groups – Marty 

Benson 

 

Contact us: 

P.O. Box 1635 
Springdale, AR  72765 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

Find us: 

On the web at 
nwahandweaversguild.com  
and on Facebook 
 

Join us: 

 
10:00am on the 2nd Saturday of 

the month, unless announced 

otherwise, at: 

Shiloh Meeting Hall, an annex of 

the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History 

121 West Huntsville Ave. 

Springdale, AR 72764 

 

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
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A NOTE FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT - Programs 

With some snow days in January, I was able to get a little weaving done. When the sun is out, I 
have a hard time staying inside (I go to my greenhouse). I’m trying to finish some projects and 
organize my studio a little better. We have programs scheduled at our Zoom meetings the next 2 
months. 
 
February 13th: Natalie Drummond will be joining us to present “Overview of Deflected Double 
Weave”. She will show us how to recognize tie-up and cover selvedge instructions, share photos 
of handwoven work with fibers and sett explanations, as well as finishing instructions. For more 
information please see her website at www.nataliewoven.com.  I hope all are able to attend! 
 
March 13th: Roberta Hamilton will be giving a presentation about her sheep. She will include 
planning and management of a flock. I’m sure everyone will enjoy the pictures! 
 
April 10th: I’m open to suggestions, and accepting volunteers if someone has something 
enlightening to share! 

See you soon on Zoom!  Lee 

 

 
Co-Vid 19 Weaving Challenge 
 
Are you still thinking? Have you finished your project?  Do you not know where to begin?  Put on 
your thinking cap, I’m sure that you can come up with something.  There is plenty of time to 
contribute, as no deadline has been established! 

Here is Genny Olson’s completed Co-Vid 19 Challenge project.  
This scarf is made with 19 different hand-spun animal fibers – 
type/color/breed – as can be seen in the sample card below.    
Nice work, Genny! 

  

http://www.nataliewoven.com/
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Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild 
Minutes of the January 9, 2021 Meeting 

The Northwest Arkansas Handweavers’ Guild met on Saturday, January 9, 2021 via Zoom.  President Cari 
Keller called the meeting to order at 10:00 and welcomed members, visitors, and guests.  Our guest today 
was Susan Kelley, who is interested in the guild.  Susan is from California and is now living in 
southwestern Missouri.  She’s joined fiber communities everywhere she’s lived, and she’s looking for a 
fiber community here.   While she hasn’t woven for a while, she has a loom and is looking to get back into 
weaving.   

Old Business: 

December meeting minutes had no additions or corrections and were approved as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report – The budget was published in the newsletter this month.  The numbers in the budget 
were correct, but unfortunately, the dates were wrong.  Gail has provided the ending balances from the 
bank statements, which matched the report.  Gail has not been able to get the next report done, so we’ll 
look forward to that for next month. 

New Business: 

Programs – Lee Rodriguez – We’ll be having Natalie Drummond in for a special talk for our February 
meeting.  Please be sure to put it in your calendar - February 13, 2021 at 10:30-11:30 AM.  All other 
programs are in the newsletter.  In March, Roberta is going to talk about her sheep. 

Library – Mary Harp - Mary accompanied Roberta to the library and to allow Roberta to browse the 
stacks.  If anyone would like to go browse in the library, please let Mary know and wear your mask. 

Membership - Ellen Bruce - No updates.  Unfortunately Ellen hasn’t been able to join the Zoom meetings 
due to her internet service.  Please feel free to reach out to Ellen. 

Newsletter - Deb Thomas – Please note that Debbie Davis is giving a 20% discount at Red Scottie Fibers 
for all guild members during the month of January.  This was accidentally omitted from the 
newsletter.  You still have a few weeks to take advantage of this offer. 

Museum - Cari heard from Shiloh Museum at the beginning of this week.  They are still closed, and we’re 
still waiting. As the weather warms up, we may be able to meet in a park somewhere.   

Show & Share  

Gary Hansford – Shared photos of a Mock Leno scarf in progress & as finished.  He used Mohair & a little 
bit of nylon warp to make the scarf and a pattern out of Davidson.  He used knitting needles to hold the 
spaces in the mock leno.  The scarf ended up being really soft & lightweight. He finished using a drum, 
like he did in England to finish handwoven wool. (More about the drum under the UWO) 

Marty Benson – Shared some supplementary warp that she did using Cat Track & Snail Trail pattern.  It 
looks like overshot, which is also known as supplementary weft.   She didn’t use two warp beams and 
separately tensions, as it was only a 5-yd warp. Marty shared that if you use a short cotton warp or a 
similar yarn, it can be on the same warp beam.  She used 10/2 & 5/2 cotton yarn for her project. 

Marty also did similar idea on draw loom, so could weave 20 blocks.   

Cecilia – Shared some handspun, natural dyed yarns.  She’s preparing to put a rug on the loom.  One of 
her yarns was madder overdyed on a light grey, saddened with iron.  Didn’t have enough for a structured 
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pattern but had several yarns that wanted to clean out.  Plan to use 10/5 linen set to 5 to the inch for the 
warp.  Did some sett samples yesterday.  

Roberta Hamilton – Shared a beautiful blue scarf with a shadow weave structure.  She had stash from 
years ago that had gotten at Midwest Fiber Festival with lots of metallic in it.  She alternated the Blue 
Heron Metallic & 5/2 perle cotton. The Blue Heron metallic yarn is expensive, but can frequently be 
found on eBay for a more reasonable price.  Roberta only needed one skein of the yarn for her scarf. 

Roberta – Shared pictures of her flock, Thunderstruck on left & several of ewes on right 

UWO – Unidentified Weaving Objects 

Gary Hansford – Shared picture of his drum.  He’s not sure of the proper name, but it had barrel in the 
title.  To use the drum, they took a sheet of cotton, and then washed the wool fabric and spread it on 
cotton.  They would then roll the sheet around the drum once without any wool, then sandwich the rest 
of the wool between cotton layers.  The sheet is heavy enough to hold the wool in place while it dries, 
but you can pin the sheet together if you want.  Each yarn stays in its own place as it fells. It takes a little 
bit longer to dry, but takes less space and makes a lovely fabric.   

Laura Redford – Had two 16” long items.  The top piece has a metal spike on the left end.  Bottom item 
has a wood point on the left end.  Laura thought the top one had a wood point originally, but a metal end 
has been put in.  She also thought that had to do with mechanical loom or spinning.  One has a bit of 
writing, like it’s a stamp or something.  Mary Harp found a picture of it in the World of Wooden Bobbins 
on page 12.   Apparently it’s a type of cotton slubber spinner called a Leesona twister spool with stopping 
knob.   

Laura Redford – Had a 6” long handle with hook.  Roberta said it was a boot hook for English riding 
boots.  The hook hooks into canvas loops in English riding boots, and then the handle is used to pull boots 
up. Since Laura received it along with other weaving items, everyone thought that weaver may have been 
using it for something weaving-related, but no one could figure out quite what as the metal hook is very 
large in diameter for all things weaving-related. 

Laura Redford – 7 inches long item with a double comb on either side that are about 1” long,  The combs 
are very delicate, and the central bar has FOSTA printed on it.  Based on Laura’s research, FOSTA appears 
to be a brand name for combs, but she couldn’t find anything like this.  No one had any real suggestions 
other than the comb size appeared to be like a lice comb. 

Laura Redford – 16” wooden object with tapered end, which came to her from Astrid Aber, who was born 
and came from Sweden.  It was used for weaving the Swedish way.  Once warp is in place and under 
tension, the weaver will slap warp with a paddle like this to get the warp threads lined up. 

Lee Rodriguez – Top has wooden pegs and will spin around.  The person who gave it to her thought it was 
for weaving.  Janet said that she had seen something like it used before to keep track of colored yarns in 
tapestry. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:59 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sara Broderick 

Secretary 
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JANUARY SHOW AND SHARE: 

Gary Hansford: Mock Leno scarf, on and off the loom  

    Marty 

Benson:  

Supplemental 

warp, draw 

loom and 

turned 

overshot 

 

 

 

 

Cecilia Jaffe:  Handspun ready to weave 

Roberta Hamilton:  

Shadow weave scarf, 

Thunderstruck and the 

girls. 

  

 

And add Crow Johnson Evans:  Scarf, mostly 

cotton, some handspun 
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DECEMBER PROGRAM:  UNIDENTIFIED WEAVING OBJECTS     

 

Some mysteries solved!  Clockwise, from top left:  Felting drum, Cotton slubber spinner, Boot hook, Still 

unknown = combs connected with dowels, Swedish warp beater, Still unknown - pedestal with pegs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Statement of Activities 

For the month ended December 31, 2020 

General Fund Cash In Cash Out  
Cash on hand, 11/30/20   10,092.26 
Cash Receipts:      
Cash Disbursements:      
Ending Cash Balance, 12/31/20   10,092.26 
    

Stewart Fund    
Beginning Balance, 11/30/20   2,408.62 
Interest 0.31  0.31 
Ending Balance, 12/31/20   2,408.93 
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Member:   Mary Harp 

Birth Month:   June 

How did you start weaving:  Growing up in NE Minnesota on Lake Superior, she watched her 
grandmother strip up cloth and sew the strips together to take them to a weaver in a nearby 
town.  Since then she wanted to know what came next!  After she retired, she went to Jeanie 
Wheatley’s weaving shop at Har-Ber Village in Grove OK.  There she was taught how to weave 
and eventually filled in when someone was needed in the shop. 

Favorite loom:  Mary’s first loom was a Union 36 which she still owns, a 45” Harrisville 4S floor 
loom that is probably her favorite, but she also has an 8S Baby Wolf, a 4S Schacht table loom and 
a Cricket rigid heddle loom 

Favorite yarn:  perle cotton, tencel 

Favorite structure:  Twills and Huck lace 

Guild activities:  Mary has been a member of the guild since 2015 and served as Librarian for the 
last three years.  She catalogued and organized the Guild’s library and entered them into our 
current online catalog.  Please contact her if you would like to check something out. 

Mary has also attended many Summer Seminar classes and has represented the guild at the 
2015, 2017, and 2019 Midwest Weavers Conferences.  She has also attended many guild 
sponsored workshops. 

Current project: A rug on her Harrisville loom 
using the three-shuttle Finnish technique, and 
also a hand dyed Tencel warp for a scarf using a 
wave shuttle with the weft 

Other activities include basket weaving, bead 
weaving, mixed media card making, 
watercolor, paper marbling, and quilting. 

                          

 

 

  

Member Spotlight: 

Mary Harp 

Tips and Tricks from  
Mary Harp 

 
Taken from Laura Redford:   

Mistakes are just Design Elements! 
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BOOK REPORT 

The Fabric of Civilization:  How Textiles Made 

the World by Virginia Postrel (2020) 

If you enjoyed The Golden Thread by Kassia St. 

Clair, you should pick up a copy of The Fabric of 

Civilization:  How Textiles Made the World.  

Where The Golden Thread provides a series of 

snapshots in fiber history, Virginia Postrel gives us 

a panoramic view, exploring the broad impact of 

fiber from the earliest evidence of cordage 

connecting Stone Age axe heads to wooden 

handles to current experiments for the 

development of smart fabrics.   

Each chapter focuses on a distinct area of fiber 

history and could be read separately.  The first 

four cover the familiar topics of Fiber, Thread, 

Cloth and Dye.  But even guild members who are 

well versed in weaving history will likely learn 

something here – Did you know that the first book 

of weaving drafts, published in 1677, was a 

radical sharing of proprietary information?  Or that 

it takes 6 miles of thread to make a pair of jeans?   

The last chapters look at the business of cloth, the 

Traders, the Consumers and the Innovators.  These are also chock full of interesting facts – Did 

you know that clothiers were the first bankers?  The now defunct Lehman Brothers started as 

cotton traders.  Or that printed fabrics were banned in France for 75 years with criminal penalties 

for wearing calico?  

You can find many informative interviews with the author by searching YouTube.  Here are a 

couple of the links for a long one and a short one.   

 

NWA Arts and Culture Survey  CACHE 

(Creative Arkansas Community Hub and 

Exchange), an arm of the Northwest 

Arkansas Council, is conducting a 

survey to assess the resources available 

and needs of the NWA arts and culture 

community.   All types of creatives and 

organizations are encouraged to 

respond.   

The NWAHG has completed the survey as a nonprofit arts and culture organization.  You can 

also submit your responses as an individual maker.  Access the survey at SurveyMonkey Powered 

Online Survey.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HiqP8UQK_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HiqP8UQK_A
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CACHENWASurvey2021
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CACHENWASurvey2021
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Crafting America at Crystal 
Bridges Museum of American Art   
 
A new exhibit celebrating “craft’s 
integral role in expanding the story 
of American art” will open February 
6, 2021 at Crystal Bridges in 
Bentonville.  Over 100 works, 
including fiber and many other 
materials, will be on display through 
May 31.  Find more information at 
Crafting America - Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Online Learning Opportunity 

 

Andean Textile Talks will offer six 
bi-monthly virtual conversations 
beginning on February 9, 2021 at 
6pmCST.  For a $10 donation, 

you can join a Zoom showing of “Following the Thread”, a 25-minute documentary presenting the 
communities of the Center for Traditional Textile of Cusco. All proceeds will support local 
weavers. You may register at andeantextilearts.org. 

    
 

 

This time – An Historical Novel.   

Red Stone Glen has announced the Spring 2021 pick for their online 
book club, The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd.   The discussion will 
begin on Feb 17, 2021 at 7pmCST on Facebook Live.  This may be 
accessed without a Facebook account on their Facebook page 
under videos. 

 

 

 

  

https://crystalbridges.org/exhibitions/crafting-america/
https://crystalbridges.org/exhibitions/crafting-america/
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Buy or Sell    

Ads run for 3 months and are limited to 5 lines.  To post an ad or renew after 3 months, email your listing to the guild at 

nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

SEEKING LOOM:  I am looking for a Dorset loom. I’m hoping that someone will be 

thinking of selling one or know someone who is.  I now reside near Shell Knob, MO but 

would be willing to drive quite a ways if necessary to get a sweet Dorset. Contact Joan 

Vieux at 305-747-9606 or joan_v1954@yahoo.com.  (1/21) 

ALPACA FIBER GIVEAWAY:  Tamara Gindice in Bethel Heights has alpaca fiber she 

will give to any interested spinner.  479-435-2117.   (1/21) 

LOOM FOR SALE:  In Central Arkansas.  Barely used. 

Has been in storage for years.  Contact Gail Merry at 

479-675-2825. (1/21)  

 

 

 

BOOK SEARCH:  Janet Giardina would like to buy this weaving book: Pattern and 

Loom by John Becker.  Let her know at if you have a copy you would be willing to sell.  

jbeweavin@yahoo.com.  (2/21) 

Guild Resources:  Library  

Contact Librarian Mary Harp to check out 

a book.  Library catalog is available at 

https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/. 

 

Loom & Equipment Rental.  Contact 

Equipment Chair Laura Redford.  See the 

back cover of the Guild Yearbook for 

available items and rates.   

 

 

mailto:nwahandweaversguild@gmail.com
mailto:jbeweavin@yahoo.com
https://cloud.collectorz.com/nwahg/books/

